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CG. New 
Book... 


What 
Matters 


By Walton 


Harlowe Greever 


N this little book Dr. Greever sets forth in plain 

language the essentials of the Christian faith. 

Here the age-old Christian truths are revealed— 

regarding the revelation of God in the Bible, the 
meaning of Christ's birth, the “Grace” of God in revela- 
tion and redemption, Baptism, Prayer, the Holy Com- 
munion, Death. 


WHAT MATTERS 


is a good book for a few minutes 
thoughtful study each day. Its twenty- 
six chapters presenting the essence 
of Christian teaching will grow in 
meaning as we think them over. 


x * * 


Particularly suitable for: Members in the Armed Forces, 
Church Members, Non-Church Members, New and 
Recent Confirmands, Family or Personal 
Devotional Use 


CHAPTER SUBJECTS 


Baptism 

The Holy Communion 
The House of Worship 
The Christian Home 


The Bible 

The Incarnation 

The Christian Religion 
Christian Doctrine 


Grace Christian Citizenship 
Faith Christian Literature 
Prayer Christian Education 


The Will of God 
Eternal Life 
The “Real Presence” 


World Missions 
Home Missions 
Social Missions 


Worship Giving 
The Christian Minister Old Year and New 
The Church Death 


Price, 50 cents each; 
40 cents in lots of 12 or more 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street - - - Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Chicago Pittsburgh 


Columbia 


There's a call in the wind coming over the hill 

On a bright, blue, October day; 

There’s a voice in my heart that will not be still 
But implores me: “Be up and away!”’ 


SONG FOR JOHNNY APPLESEED 


By Marion H. Addington 


I sing of Johnny Appleseed, It’s dead and gone that Johnny is, 
A hundred years ago, These hundred years ago; 

Who grubbed the soil unceasingly But still that proof of love remains 
That apple trees might grow. Where apple blossoms blow. . . . 
For Johnny’s soul was filled with love; And every fall the mellow fruit 

He had the growing hand, Hangs ruddy on the bough. 

And planted trees for pioneers Wise heart of love, who saw so far! 
In new and fertile land. We bring you tribute now. 


(Johnny Appleseed was John Chapman—a man who lived more 
than one hundred years ago. He spent his life traveling about the 
country with his bag of apple seeds, planting orchards for the busy 
pioneers.) 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


The Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church in America 


1918 - 19430 


The Brotherhood has surely made a great contribution to the work of the Church and has 
stimulated the man power of the Church to greater Christian living and service. 

May the next twenty-five years of this great service agency of our United Lutheran Church 
be even far more significant in the Kingdom interests. 

As youth of the Church we extend our congratulations and hearty hopes for the future! 


PAUL M. KINPORTS 
Executive Secretary, The Luther League of America 
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THE CHRISTIAN HOME 


The Christian home is the highest type of home. Very often you will find upon the walls of 
such a home these words: 


' “Christ is the Head of this House, 
The Unseen Guest at every meal, 
The Silent Listener to every conversation.’ 


, 


When our Lord is exalted in every domestic experience the standard is kept high and the true 
spirit of holiness and happiness pervades. Christian homes are fundamental to Christian society. 
We need a new generation who will pledge God to build homes according to the New Testament 


pattern. 
Attend the Special Family Communion on Sunday, October third! 


LOOKING BACK 
PIE | Y SEARS 


The Luther League of New York 
on May 29-30, 1943 celebrated fifty 
years of history as a State organiza- 
tion for it was at that time in the 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
Utica, N. Y., that the New York 
State Luther League was formally 
organized. This state wide move- 
ment was the natural outcome of a 
series of individual youth programs 
that had been organized in various 
parts of the state; for example, 
young people at Christ Lutheran 
Church, Buffalo, at the Lutheran 
Churches in Syracuse, St. John’s, 
Christopher Street, and St. Peter’s 
Church, New York City, all had or- 
ganized individual youth groups 
prior to the formation of the New 
York State Luther League in Utica 
in 1893, 

A Man’s World 

It is correct to say that the Luther 
League of New York was very much 
under the control of the young men 
of the congregations. It was Mr. 
Henry F. Heuchel, Secretary of the 
Conference that had been previously 
in Albany, who called the meeting to 
order at 3:30 P. M. on Monday, May 
29, 1893. A temporary organization 
was effected by the election of Mr. 
E. F. Eilert of New York City as 
temporary chairman and Mr. F. E. 
Moyer of Johnstown and Mr. Edward 
Brucks of Buffalo, as temporary sec- 
retaries. At this first Convention the 
committee on credentials re- 
ported that there were about 150 
delegates present. The next day, 
May 30, 1893, the assembly 
gathered for election of the offi- 
cers, Mr. E. F, Eilert of New 
York City was elected the first 
president of the New York State 
Luther League. The Recording 
Secretary was Mr. John W. 
Smith of Albany, the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Mrs. Philip 
W. Ruppert, of Brooklyn, and 
"Treasurer, Mr. John F. Dinkey, 
of Rochester. Action was taken 
to have a German Correspond- 
ing Secretary and Mr. O. Leddin 
of Rochester was elected to that 
office. In order to facilitate the 
work of the state organization 
six vice-presidents were elected 


Two 


First Convention 


ERNEST F. -EILERT 
As First President, 1893-1895 


from various sections of the State. 
The following persons held these of- 
fices: H. F. Heuchel of Brooklyn, 
W. H. Steinkamp, New York City, 
Amasa P. Lasher, Rhinebeck, F. E. 
Moyer, Albany, The Rev. J. Nicum, 
Rochester, and. Dx. .. @. Gram, Buf- 
falo. From these elections, it can be 
readily seen that it was very much of 
a man’s world in which the Luther 
League of New York State was born. 
The first appointment of any young 
lady to office is found in the year 
1905, at which time all the elected 
officers were still men, but Miss Ora 


By PAUL C. WHITE 


E. Cudney of Hudson was appointed | 


to the Literature Committee, Mrs. 
A. R. Pardee of Rondout and Miss 
Ruth Vroman, Schoharie, 
Press Committee. 
history of New York State Luther 
League it is interesting to note that 
there has not yet been a young lady 
elected President of the organiza- 
tion. So far New York State has 


been true to its tradition in that one > 


office alone. 


Other State and National 
Interests 


The youth of New York State 
were pioneers in the field of youth 
work in the United States. Hardly 
had they organized their own state 
organization until their interest 
broadened in an endeavor to bring 
other state Luther League organiza- 
tions into being. At the first con- 

vention The Rey. W. L. Hunton of 
Rochester, stated the following in an 
address: “The principal lesson taught 
was that the Lutheran Church has an 
intelligent and earnest army of young 
people, only lacking in organization 
for effective service. The Utica Con- 
vention was a long step in this di- 
rection, and we anticipate the day, not 
far distant, when the Luther League 
of New York will give place to the 
“Luther League of America’. At the 
second State Luther League Conven- 
tion held at the Church of the Refor- 
mation, Rochester, New - York, on 


of the Luther League of New York State, Utica, N. Y., May 29-30, 1893 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


to thé} 
Throughout the 


May 29, 1894, it was reported by the 
committee on extension work, Mr. 
George D. Boschen, Chairman, that 
the committee had been helpful in 
stimulating the formation of indi- 
vidual and district Leagues in Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, the South, 
Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and 
North Dakota. It was reported with 
a considerable degree of joy that on 
June 25-26, 1894, Pennsylvania would 
organize a State Luther League. 

A committee, previous to this con- 
vention had been organized to take 
up the matter of the publishing of 
the “Luther League Review”. The 
Review on action of the convention 
was made the official organ of the 
Luther League of New York State. 
It was this same journal which a 
few years later was to become the 
“Luther League Reveiw” of the 
Luther League of America. Thus 
the New York State Luther League 
gave to the youth of America its 
publication the “Luther League Re- 
view”. Still manifesting this wide 
interest in the other sections of the 
country, the 1894 convention of the 
New York State Luther League 
sent Mr. E. F. Ejilert and Mr. 
George D. Boschen as delegates to 
present the greetings of the Luther 
League of New York State to the 
State Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania at its first convention. 

The Third Convention 

The third State Luther League 
Convention was held at St. John’s 
Church, Hudson, N. Y., on May 
30-31, 1895. This Convention was 
marked by two things: first the in- 
tense heat which is mentioned sever- 
al times in the minutes of that con- 
vention. At one time the thermome- 
ter registered 96 in the shade, but 
the writer of the minutes says, 
“This did not interfere with the in- 
terest and enthusiasm of the dele- 
gates and friends”. The second was 
the report of the interest of New 
York State in helping to organize 
the Luther League of America. Mr. 
Frederick T. Huber reconimended to 
the Convention that a committee of 
five be appointed to confer with 
like committees from all other State 
Leagues with power to arrange time, 
place, and plan for holding the Na- 
tional Convention. This committee 
also recommended that the dates for 
this national Convention be set as 
October 30-31, 1895 and the suggested 
place be Pittsburgh, Pa. At the time 
of the meeting of the first Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of Amer- 
ica, New York’s first. President, Mr. 
E. F. Eilert, was elected President of 
the Luther League of America. Thus 
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New York State gave to the Luther 
League of America its first president. 


They Had Financial Troubles, Too 


At the Convention on May 28-29, 
1896, which was held in St. John’s 
and Zion’s Churches, Syracuse, New 
York, the State Treasurer, Mr. John 
C. Holsten, reported a balance on 
hand of $ .23, with unpaid bills 
amounting to $40. To meet this press- 
ing problem, it was recommended and 
adopted that each League member 
be asked for a voluntary contribution 
of $ .10. It was stated, “Such an of- 
fering would permanently relieve our 
stranded financial condition”. In 1905 
at the convention, the treasurer re- 


CLARENCE L. NEUN 


President, Luther League of 
New York State 


ported receipts of $121.40 with total 
disbursements of $119.67. Young peo- 
ple’s work has moved forward vigor- 
ously since these early days, but any- 
one who has been connected with 
the youth program of the Lutheran 
Church, will know that the individual 
offering of $ .10 per person in 1896, 
did not permanently solve all of the 
financial problems. 


New York’s Literature 
We have already mentioned the 
fact that the New York State Luther 
League began the publishing of the 
“Tuther League Review” at the be- 


ginning of its history. It was not 
satisfied to publish the Review only, 
but soon undertook the publishing of 
a Luther League hymnal. At the 
Convention in 1894, a committee was 
organized to prepare this Luther 
League hymnal, and in 1896, it re- 
ported that the Luther League hym- 
nal had been issued at an outlay of 
$1,200 which Mr. Boschen and the 
members of the committee, advanced 
personally. Two thousand copies of 
the book had been sold already by 
the time of the 1896 Convention. The 
members of Mr. Boschen’s commit- 
tee who undertook and _ carried 
through this tremendous task were 
The Revs. George C. F. Haas, George 
Ul) Wenner, DID SW Ge Waray 
and Mr. G. F. Middendorf, Jr. In 
1896 also it was recommended that 
a reading course program be under- 
taken and that a list of League 
books be selected and published in 
the “Luther League Review”. Thus 
New York State Luther League 
gave to the Luther League of Amer- 
ica the original idea of a “Reading 
Course” for young people. Also in 
1896 at the Convention it was rec- 
ommended that ‘wherever practic- 
able Junior Leagues shall be or- 
ganized” and also with the organi- 
zation of Junior Leagues it was rec- 
ommended that the Luther League 
of America develop “a series of 
Luther League tracts”. New York 
State young people were thus rec- 
ommending to the newly organized 
general organization additional 
phases of its program which were 
later incorporated as a part of our 
national work. The fifth annual 
Convention of the Luther League of 
New York convened at Buffalo, 
June 7-9, 1897, and at that time the 
Luther League Rally Hymn was 
sung ands) Bhemkey, George Cok 
Haas of New York City was intro- 
duced as “the composer of the 
music.” Thus a minister and one of 
the organizers of the Luther League 
of New York State gave to the 
Lutheran youth of America the music 
for the Luther League Rally Hymn. 


A Little About Later Events 


The finances of the State League 
became steadily more difficult follow- 
ing the days of the World War; and 
in 1920, at Amsterdam, the less than 
fifty delegates who got together spent 
most of the time of the Convention 
trying to agree to disband the or- 
ganization and not face the impos- 
sible task of raising $2,500 “back 
dues” and Jubilee Fund subscriptions. 
Three delegates from the Brooklyn 


and Long Island [Continued on Page 4] 


Three 


District blocked this effort by assuming the Chairman- 
ships of all of the Convention Committees—Nominating, 
Mrs. Frank Miller; Credentials, Miss Marie E. Hacht- 
mann (later Mrs. C. C. Dittmer); and Reports and Reso- 
lutions, Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer. The Amsterdam Con- 
vention, however, did two constructive things: 1. It 
elected by long distance telephone Rev. H. D. Shimer as 
its President—Pastor Shimer is the “father” of the Fif- 
teen Point Program; 2. It elected as its Treasurer, Mr. 
Clarence C. Dittmer. Many of the original Luther 
League organizations resigned following this meeting as 
a protest against the payment of “uncollectible debts”. 


Before the next Convention in Syracuse, 1921, the 
“back dues” and Jubilee Fund subscriptions had been 
paid in full, and in addition the dues for 1921 had been 
paid in full before the convention opened. 


By 1924, three years later, the Treasurer reported 
receipts of over $10,000 for the year, which included 
$6,000 for the first missionary objective of the State 
League, the erection of the President’s Home at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Kumamoto, Japan. 
In 1925 and for a number of years thereafter the State 
League paid $1,000 and more each year for the support 
of Rey. Fred E. Heins as their own missionary in Japan. 
When Rev. Heins returned to America because of ill 
health, they dropped his support from the budget. 


Mr. Dittmer served as Treasurer of the Luther 
League of New York State from 1920 through 1931. In 
1922, at the York Convention, where the New York 
State League won all the trophies for merit and attend- 
ance based on mileage, Mr. Dittmer was elected to the 
Treasurership of the Luther League of America. He held 
this office from 1922-1927 (when he was elected to the 
Presidency of the Luther League of America); during 


which time he introduced the “Sustaining Membership”, 
the various missionary objectives, the liquidation of the 
heavy debt of “The Luther League Review” and the 
calling of a full-time staff of General Secretary, Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Junior Secretary and two office as- 
sistants. 

What of the Future? 

From the organization of the New York State 
Luther League in Utica, May 29-30, 1893, to the present 
moment, the youth of our State organization have con- 
tinued to press forward with their work. They have 
weathered the storm of three war periods, the Spanish- 
American, the World War, and the present world crisis. 
They have undertaken always to do the work of their 
Church and to do it well. As we look to the future in 
the light of our past what may be anticipated? 

We can feel certain that New York State Luther 
League will continue its program of advancement for the 
youth of the Empire State. Its membership may fluctu- 
ate according to the times in which we live, but its 
spirit will always be high. 

We may anticipate that the Luther League of New 
York State will continue its interest in the youth pro- 
gram of the nation. It has given to the Luther League 
of America, two presidents, Mr. E. F. Eilert, the first 
president of the Luther League of America, and Mr. 
Clarence C. Dittmer, 1927-1931, and one executive secre- 
tary, The Rev. Amos J. Traver, who served for the year 
1925-1926 as president of the New York State Luther 
League. Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer also served as Treas- 
urer of the Luther League of America from 1922-1927. 

We are confident that our future will be marked by 
a continuous emphasis upon the spiritual life of young 
people. We recognize that we are of, by, and for the 
Church, and that we will continue in that tradition. 


Hats Off 
to the 
Past 


* 


Coats Off 
to the 
Future 


The Anniversary Banquet celebrating Fifty Years of service to the Youth of the Church of the 
New York State Luther League, Hotel Seneca, Rochester, New York 
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POINTS WORTH REMEMBERING 
EDNA M. YEAGLE, Trappe, Pa. 


Leadership— 
That quality within one to lead; to go forward; 
to guide; to direct. 
Characteristics necessary for able Leadership: 
Ernest interest. 
Eagerness to do. 
Taking responsibilities sincerely. 
Vital concern in people. 
Familiar with all materials, 
Friendly attitude. 
Consideration. 
Initiative. 
Courage. 
Good common sense. 
Consistency. 


Points to Develop Ability: 

Knowledge plus training plus diligent work. 
Character: 

Distinctive qualities; moral excellence. 
Personality: 

Individuality. 
Christian Personality: = 

Individuality plus a Christ-like attitude. 


How Youth Can Serve Today 
What can we do? 
How can we help? 


The Church gives its Young People real Opportunity to 
share in its work. 
Youth must take the opportunity. 
Youth must be intelligent. 
Youth must be ready for immediate call. 
Youth must be prepared to go ahead. 
Youth must keep the Faith strong. 
Youth must pray. 


Youth on the March 

Youth at home must keep marching toward the goal. 
Leagues must not die. 

Things must be kept rolling for those Leaguers in 
active service of our country. Youth at home must 
fight for them. It is a march toward the goal, a 
Christ-like goal. Youth must do their duty. 

“Shun not the struggle; face it.” 


_ Youth can Serve by: 

Keeping the Leagues thriving. 

Keeping the Leaguers active. 

Keeping fellow-Leaguers in the Service in mind: 
By praying for them. 
By writing letters to them. 
By sending them notices of all League activities. 
By sending them books. 


OCTOBER, 1943 


The Devotional Meeting 
This is the heart of the Luther League 


Preparation: 
Planned in advance with a purpose. 
Using Luther League literature. 
Give much thought and prayerful thinking. 


Presentation: Provides: 
Responsibilities shared. Education 
Variation by: Discussion 

Music Expression 

Poems Giving 
Illustrations Inspiration 
Readings Faith 

Stories Interest 
Fellowship Hours Enthusiasm 
Debates Reverence 

Posters Prayerful Thinking 
Clippings Spirit of Worship 
Quiz Hour _ Fellowship ° 
Candlelight Services Results 


Outside Speakers 


Purpose: 
To build good characters. 
To develop fine Christian personalities. 
To develop excellent leaders. 
To inspire “Always Christ’s Way”. 
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“YOUTH MAKES THE CHOICE” 

By H. E. WATTERS and ETHEL J. R. WATTERS 
(Broadman Press, Revised Edition, 1943, 396 pages, $2.50) 
Originally issued in 1938, this is the revised edition 

of a valuable book. The chief author, Dr. Henry Eugene 
Watters, has since died, but his capable wife, the origi- 
nal co-author, has carefully made the necessary revi- 
sions which bring the book strictly up-to-date. This time 
the volume has been priced less expensively, but issued 
more attractively than the first edition. 

It is a volume of vocational and social self-guidance 
which the earnest youth will find very helpful in facing 
the various situations which confront him at this period 
in his life. While the authors “envisioned the young 
reader sitting in a quiet place reading this book alone 
and applying its principles and processes to his own 
problems”, the average youth counsellor, too, will find 
in this book help for his guidance of the youth. 

This is not vocational guidance conceived in any 
narrow sense of the word; it includes the related fields 
of health guidance, mental guidance, social guidance and 
moral guidance. Some of the chapter titles include: 
Youth Chooses a Plan; Youth Chooses a Character; 
Youth Chooses His Vocation; Youth Chooses a Mate; 
Youth Chooses a Hobby; Youth Chooses Social Amuse- 
ments and Pastimes; Youth Chooses a Personality; 
Youth Seeks Information. 

This book should be made available to high school 
and college youth in Sunday Schools and young people’s 
societies. It uncompromisingly holds up the ideals of 
Christian character, true service, and the well-rounded 
personality development that is sure to bring happi- 
ness to its possessor and those he contacts—W. J. D. 
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VISSIONS... 


A missionary in India invited all the Christians in 
a certain area to gather together in one central place 
for a three-day celebration of the Easter Festival. They 
came 1,500 strong—fathers and mothers, boys and girls, 
old men and old women. They came from little villages 
deep in the dark jungle; they came from villages hidden 
away amid the lush green rice fields; they came from 
barren sun-baked villages clustered along the dusty 
highways. 

They all had to bring their own cooking pots with 
them, and also their own food. The police department 
furnished tents for many of them; some stayed with 
friends and relatives. In India they have a clever way 
* of preparing an assembly place for large crowds. They 
put up a large shed-like hall, with bamboo posts fixed 
in the ground to hold up the roof made of a netting of 
lighter bamboo and covered with palm leaves. This 
would not keep out the soaking rain, but it does keep 
off the fierce blaze of the tropical sun. Of course, they 
do not need to be concerned about rain because there 
is never any rain from the middle of November to the 
end of June. 

On Good Friday and Saturday these Christians 
gathered for worship and each evening they had a variety 
program including an illustrated lecture on the life of 
Christ, and singing of hymns and reciting of Scripture 
by various volunteers from different villages. On Easter 
morning at 4:30 o’clock those 1,500 people formed a line 
for a long procession through the streets of the town 
to celebrate the resurrection of Christ our Saviour. “At 
intervals,” said our missionary, “we halted and preached 
to the multitudes who followed us or who came out to 


Christians in India Witnesses to Their Faith 
India Project “OVER THE TOP” 


see. As we marched, we sang Easter hymns. At 8:00 
o’clock we again reached our meeting place where all 
was ready for breakfast. At ten o’clock the communion 
service began, and in a quiet orderly manner those vil- 
lage people came to the altar in groups of sixty to re- 
ceive the Lord’s Supper. Village folks are usually loud 
and noisy, and the higher classes laugh at the clumsy 
country people. But the Hindus who looked on ex- 
pressed their wonder at the quiet dignity and peaceful 
joy which was shown in the actions and the faces of 
those simple worshipers. There was a reason. They 
were Christians and they were worshiping God and re- 
ceiving His gift of forgiveness and new life.” 

Such a central gathering as this is good for our 
Christian people. Many of them belong to small con- 
gregations in little villages. Their Hindu neighbors 
sometimes mock at them and belittle them because of 
their Christian faith, But at this large gathering the 
Chrisians learned how strong they are in numbers. They 
learned that they are a part of a mighty army of Chris- 
tian people right in their own district. They went back 
to their villages filled with new hope and courage. Hin- 
dus and Mohammedans who came to see and hear were 
surprised at the large number of Christians, and it gave 
them a new respect for the Christian Church. Many 
came to the missionary to thank him for having this 
great Christian Celebration. They said: “We thank you 
for telling us the meaning of Easter. We thank you for 
telling us about Christ the Saviour. We hope you will 
come again and tell us more.” 


Yours sincerely, 
UNCLE MISSIONARY. 


GOAL 


$10,009 Me Did It Again sy) 39467 


The Eighth Missionary Objective of The Luther League of America | 
i 


page 30. 
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CONTRIBUTED 


| 


to have exceeded the goal 


physical equipment at the Theological Seminary at Luthergiri, Rajahmundry, India, have 


The contributions of the $10,000 Missionary Objective for the development of the | 
1 on September 8, 1943, amounted to $12,324.67. 
i] 


Twenty-five State and Synodical Luther Leagues out of thirty-two have either over- 
subscribed or paid their quotas in full. For complete report of the India Project turn to 
LY) 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE WAY IS THE OVER-SUBSCRIPTION WAY!!! | 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Invitations 
To add an element of mystery to the invitation, 
write it with lemon juice. Then in ink write these in- 
structions at the top of the paper: “Hold me near a 
candle and warm me if you want to learn my secret.” 
Any of the familiar Hallowe’en figures may be used for 


invitations. 


Next Saturday night on 
IRR Gane ee Church I will be seen. 
If you want to know your future fate, 
Be there when the clock strikes eight. 
Great mysteries I will unfold; 

Your future mate you may behold; 
T’ll stew for you some witch’s brew. 
So come and bring a friend or two. 


Hallowe’en, 


Costumes and Decorations 

Rather than just the miscellaneous confusion of 
everything imaginable, if you have decided on a ghostly 
theme, then use only ghostly effects such as white figures, 
skeletons, skulls, flickering lights, and waving drapes. 
Ingenious use can be made of the strings of ornamental 
lights usually reserved for Christmas. If intermittent 
light is wanted (such as making a skull blink its eyes) 
one of the automatic flicker devices may be put in the 
circuit. An eerie waving of white drapes can be secured 
by the use of an electic fan. Grave stones may be im- 
provised as part of the decorations. 

Costumes add to the fun of Hallowe’en, especially 
if the members of the group have been led to improvise 
their own. 

Somewhere in the early part of the program you 
should have the grand march. Suggest that each march 
in such a way as fits his costume. Of course, this should 
come before any masks are removed. The more carefully 
you work out the figures of the grand march, the more 
interesting it can be. 


Corn in the Bottle 
The player takes a spoon and bottle. Placing the 
bottle on his head and standing before a mirror, he at- 
tempts to put kernels of corn into the bottle with a 
spoon. This may be used as a relay competition or as 
an individual exploit, giving each person three trials and 
then counting the number of kernels in the bottle. 


Fruit Sculpture 
An apple and a knife or spoon are provided for each 
guest. Each guest carves out the features of some char- 
acter in his apple. Or an orange may be used, asking 
each to make a jack-o’lantern. Provide small candles. 


Quick, Witch, Whistle! 

The group is seated in a circle. “It” approaches a 
player and says, “Quick, Witch, shake your head,” or 
“Quick, Witch, wiggle your nose,” or “Quick, Witch, 
whistle!” or any other of various things to do. “It” then 
counts rapidly to ten. If a player fails to follow instruc- 
tions before the count of ten, he becomes “It”. 
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Hallowe’ en 


ESTHER BACHOFER and CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


Head Nut 
Seat your group in a circle. A person in the center / 

is called the Head Nut. He tries to find out where the 
nuts are which are being passed from one to another. 
If he stops the person who holds a nut at the time, 
that person becomes Head Nut and the first “nut” gets 
all the nuts being passed at the moment. If he misses 
whoever holds a nut at that moment, pockets it and 
new nuts are started. The one who has captured the 
most nuts at the end of the game wins, 


Nut Shell Fortunes 

Each guest is provided with a walnut and a small 
candle. He is to rig half of the nyt shell for a boat and 
make his candle fast in it. Then set all the shells adrift 
with candles alight in a tub of water, Someone with 
good imagination may then read the fortunes: boats that 
cling to the outside edge lead a quiet, uneventful life; 
other boats meet, some to float quietly together, others. 
to tip over and put out the candles, These may repre- 
sent true love in one case and conflict in the other. Some 
sail straight for a goal. 


Pumpkin Darts 
The initials of one’s future husband or wife are 
learned by throwing a dart (or sticking a pin while 
blindfolded) into a large pumpkin on which many letters, 
have been painted. 
Refreshments. 
We suggest simple refreshments—doughnuts and 
cider. 
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OCTOBER DAYS 
By Etta F. Gilbert 
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The woods are resting from the heat ef summer, 
Fanned by cool breezes—nature’s lullaby,; 

While cheerful crickets tune their merry fiddles 

And blackbirds fling theit dusky brood across the sky. 


SPs: 


The stately trees are huge bouquets of splendor 
Reflecting in each leaf a summet’s golden hour, 
While walnuts, butternuts, and bursting chestnuts 
Cover the waiting earth with their abundant shower. 


The goldenrod glows forth in tarnished trappings; 
The gentian blue nods gaily in the frosty air; 

The dainty Queen Anne’s Lace, a gift of summer, 
Has changed its graceful clusters into bird nests bare. 
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The ivy, twining *round the sturdy oak tree, 
Rivals in crimson beauty sumac’s burning flame; 
The wild grapes clustering in ripened glory 

Make for the sunset’s glow a green-and-purple frame. 


The air is filled with smoke of early fires; 

Through the dim aisles of trees one sees a golden haze; 

And we, who wander through this sweet enchantment. 

With singing hearts give thanks for gay October days. 
—‘‘Christian Advocate”’ 


' 
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TRAIN YOUR SCOUTS 


as Church leaders 


By DR. RAY O. WYLAND 


Director of Education and Relationships 
National Council, Boy Scouts of America 


AVE you considered your Scout 
h Troop as a training school for 

Church Leaders? What would 
it mean to the Churches of America 
if the ten million men who have 
come up through Scouting had been 
trained for Church leadership! The 
majority of these Scouts and former 
Scouts have been trained in Church 
Troops. What a power they could 
be if every one of them were equipped 
mentally and spiritually for leader- 
ship in some vital phase of Church 
service. : 


There are four Scout Troops in 
Germantown, Pa., which have sent 
forty-three men to the seminaries of 
their Churches. Nineteen of these 
men have graduated and are now 
Pastors of Churches. 


Scouting naturally attracts alert 
young men who have leadership ca- 
pacity. The administration of Scout 
Patrols, Troops and Senior Groups 
gives. these young men _ practical 
leadership experience. 

A Committee of School Principals 
and Superintendents conducted a na- 
tionwide study of Scout leadership in 
a large number of high schools and 
colleges. One-half of the high school 
boys had received Scout training, but 
they held 75% of all the offices of 
leadership in high school activities, 
and 86% of the twelve most import- 
ant offices, such as President of 
Junior and Senior classes, Business 
Managers of school publications and 
athletics, Editors of school publica- 
tions, Presidents of Student Councils, 
Football Captains, etc. 


About 60% of the college students 
were former Scouts. They provided 
86% of the Varsity Football Captains, 
72% of the Rhodes scholars and an 
even higher percentage of the enroll- 
ments in our engineering schools, the 
Military Academy at West Point and 
the Naval Training School at An- 
napolis. 

These Scout-trained young men 
combine with their Scouting expe- 
rience all the benefits of school train- 
ing, Church training and home train- 
ing. Scouting is one more influence 
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in their life. Let us not over-state 
the benefits of Scout training, but 
let us recognize the fact that the Boy 
Scout Movement recruits and trains 
that portion of our young men, out 
of which will come a large majority 
of the leaders of the next generation. 
If they are our leaders now in high 
school and college, they should be 
leaders in civic affairs, in business 


enterprises, in the professions and. 


in the Church. 


Alert Scoutmasters and Pastors of 


Churches who serve as chaplains of 
their own Scout Troops, should seek 
opportunities to engage their Scouts 
in all manner of service projects with- 
in the Church, and in the community 
service program of the Church. 


Such Church leadership will only 
result from a Troop program that is 
completely integrated with the total 
program of the Church for boys. 


The Director of Religious Educa- 
tion in a Minneapolis Church which 
has several Scout Troops, reports as 
follows: 


“In the fifteen years in which our 
Scout Troops have been outstanding 
in every respect, we have learned 
that it is possible to make Scouting 
an integral part of the total educa- 
tion program of the Church, and to 
make it contribute definitely, not only 
to boy life, but also to Church life. 
Our Scout Troops have fed our 
Church school. A majority of our 
Scouts become members of our 
Church and remain active in the 
Church after their Scouting days are 
over. 


“Young men trained in Scouting 
have been among our best leaders in 
Church activities. Both Presidents of 
our Young People’s Societies are 
Scouts. All the young men who are 
officers of these groups have Scout- 
ing experience. The eight young 
men in our Young People’s Cabinet, 
which coordinates the youth activi- 
ties in our Church are Scouts and 
former Scouts. Eighty per cent of 
the young men teaching in our Sun- 
day school are former Scouts. Of 
the twenty-five young men who are 


picked as dependable leaders in the 


various activities of this Church, 
nineteen are- Scouts and former 
Scouts. Eight former Scouts are 


ushers in the Church. The Scout- 
master is a Deacon, and there are 
several Deacons and Elders on the 
Scout Troop Committee.” 


Such results are not derived from 
orphan troops which meet in the 
Church, but have no Church supervi- 
sion and no Church leadership. Too 
often the Church allows the Troop 
leaders to be recruited from outside 
the Church membership, and the 
Troop operates as though it were an 
outside agency using the Church as 
a convenient meeting place. Pastors 
and Lay Leaders of each Church 
must understand that the Church 
Troop belongs to the Church, is ad- 
ministered by the Church, is respon- 
sible to the Church, and should be 
used by the Church to carry out its 
objectives in developing Christian 
men who will carry on the work of 
the Church. 


The Director of Religious Educa- 
tion in that Minneapolis Church re- 
ports further: 


“We carry on a Scout Leaders’ 
Training Course under our own su- 
pervision and we take advantage of 
courses offered by the Local Scout 
Council. The Scout Leaders come 
from the Church and participate in 
Church activities. We maintain an 
active Troop Committee. Selection is 
carefully made to secure men with a 
Church point of view. These Com- 
mitteemen are trained for their ad- 
ministrative responsibility. Our Pas- 
tor and I, as Educational Director, 
keep in close touch with our Scout 
Troops. These Troops are Church- 
centered. The Church means far more 
to them than just a meeting place.” 


If you do not have a Scout Troop, 
you will be interested in the follow- 
ing steps in organizing a Troop: 

1. Discuss Scouting with the Pas- 
tor. 

2. Ask the Scout officials to meet 
with your Pastor and Church board. 

3. The Pastor appoints a Troop 
Committee. 


4. Pastor and Troop Committee 
select a Scoutmaster. 


5. Scout officials meet the Scout- 
master and Troop Committee. 


6. Boys complete Tenderfoot re- 
quirements. 


7. Troop is registered with Local 
Council. 


8. Formal installation of Troop at 
Church service. 
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IT’S STILL A BEAUTIFUL WORLD 

“Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and re- 
member what peace there may be in silence. As far as 
Possible, without surrender, be on good terms with all 
persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen 
to others, even to the dull and the ignorant; they too 
have their stories. Avoid loud and aggressive persons; 
they are vexations to the spirit. If you compare your- 
self with others, you may become vain or bitter, for 
always there will be greater or lesser persons than 
yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 
Keep interested in your own career, however humble; 
it is real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the world is 
full of trickery. But let this not blind you to what vir- 
tue there is; many persons strive for high ideals, and 
everywhere life is full of heroism. 

Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection. 
Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all 
aridity and disenchantment, it is as perennial as the 
grass. Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully 
surrendering the things of youth. Nurture strength of 
spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not 
distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears are 
born of fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a wholesome 
discipline, be gentle with yourself. 

You are a child of the universe no less than the 
trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. And 
whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe 
is unfolding as it should. Therefore, be at peace with 
God. And whatever your labors and aspirations, in the 
noisy confusion of life, keep peace in your soul. With 
all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a 
beautiful world.” 

The above by Max Ehrman is said to be the world’s 
best safeguard for a serene, successful life; from it 
each one of us may find a pattern wherewith to shape 
our destiny. It must be remembered that we are just 
what we make ourselves; we have only our own lives, 
but that is enough—a life that reflects justice, mercy, 
love and understanding reveals also the beauty of Chris- 
tian living, the only means of uniting all mankind into 
one Brothersood of service and love. 

There is a great lesson for each of us to absorb in 
the story told by Holman Hunt, the famous artist who 
painted “The Light of the World”, a portrait of Christ 
in a garden at midnight. In His left hand He is hold- 
ing a lantern, and with His right hand He is knocking 
on a heavily paneled door. On the day the painting was 
unveiled, a group of art critics was present. One of 
them remarked, “Mr. Hunt, you have not finished your 
work.” 

“Tt is finished,” the artist replied. 

“But there is no handle on that door.” 

“That,” said the artist, “is the door to the human 
heart; it can be opened only from the inside.” 
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ite Service... 


MARY HEIL HAMMERSLA 


Chairman, Life Service Committee 


JUST AS THEY DID AT HOME 

Leaguers, have you heard how the girls in service— 
the WACS, WAVES, the army and navy nurses—are 
carrying on the League work even far away from home, 
in a camp instead of the home church? 

Just like they used to do at home, they seek Chris- 
tian fellowship by having devotional periods just among 
themselves for prayer and hymn-singing. 

Lonesome for their own church affairs these girls 
are organizing on their own initiative choirs which are 
recognized and invited to sing at camp services. 

Doing a man’s job, they also find time to look for 
opportunities for doing kind deeds—out of their line of 
duty—just as they used to do with you at home. They 
remember the service man in the hospital with cards 
and flowers they pick themselves. 

They use their many talents as soloists for chapel— 
and even take over chapel services when asked—just as 
they did at home. 

These women are proud of their own fighting or- 
ganizations; they find the “fighting women” fine and 
good. They are proud of playing a vital part in the 
armed forces. They want no claim to the glory; they 
work, these Lutheran women, for an early end to the 
war, and for a lighter load for the service man to carry. 

They are keeping the faith! 

Are you? 

If so, what are you doing? 

A WAC writes, “Pray for me and always remember 
me as a loyal friend.” 

Are you praying? 

A WAVE writes, “I have appreciated the chance of 
worship more than ever and am always eager to hear 
any news from my co-workers both in service and in 
the church.” 

Are you writing? 

A WAC writes to the Service Commission, “You 
are doing a wonderful work in helping keep us of Lu- 
theran faith together.” 

Are you keeping your members in contact with your 
church? 

A nurse speaks of the News Letter and religious lit- 
erature sent out to her by the Service Commission, “They 
keep on following me no matter where I go.” 

The Lutheran Church can follow all of these Lu- 
theran service women wherever they go by your prayers 
and letters and gifts, and by the contacts the Service 
Commission can make with them through the chaplain, 
the Service Centers, and communications from this office. 
Testaments, Service Prayer books, and devotional lit- 
erature are sent to them. 

Send their names to 


Service Commission, 

National Lutheran Council, 
915 Metropolitan Building, 
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


—MARIAN RUTH SWANSON, Service Commission 
Nine 


Our Soldiers Tour Ihe Holy |_ands 


By Sgt. JAY E. GARVER 


My first view of any of the Holy Land was when 
sailing up the Red Sea and seeing Mount Sinai. Then 
the thought came to me, “Just where is the place where 
the Children of Israel crossed the Red Sea?” I must 
have ridden across the place some time unbeknown to 
myself. When I was stationed in Egypt, I thought of 
Christ’s flight to this country and what an ordeal it 
must have been for His family to go through. After be- 
ing settled at our post, our Chaplain made up tours 
to the Holy Land of Palestine. This tour started by 
train from the starting place of Moses and the Children 
of Israel, on their wandering in the wilderness. We 
rode all night and had no lights in the cars because 
peace on earth did not prevail. At about seven-thirty in 
the morning we arrived in Lydda and took another train 
to Jerusalem. On our trip from Lydda to Jerusalem we 
wound around the mountains and hills and passed by 
the birth place of Sampson and the valley where he slew 
the Philistines. Then we saw the cave where Sampson 
and Delilah lived and where Delilah cut his hair off to 
weaken him. The cave was pointed out as the first barber 
shop but it did not have a barber pole to advertise its 
location or the trade. Coming to another valley, it was 
pointed out to us as the place where David slew Goliath. 
It was easy to see that David had no hard time to find 
a smooth stone for his sling as there was a dry river 
bed with many smooth stones in it. While peering out 
the windows of the train I noticed how all the ground 
that could be tilled was fenced off by stone hedges. Right 
away I thought of the invitation to the wedding feast— 
Go into the by ways and hedges and bring them to the 
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Modern Y. M. C. A. in Jertisalem. Said to be 
the most up-to-date in the world. 


feast. The fields are ofl from the by ways and there 
were many people in the fields surrounded by the 
hedges. I can see why the writers wrote in such terms 
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as they did. At nine-thirty we entered Jerusalem station 
and then saw the modern Jerusalem. The buildings are 
beautiful and have unusual lines of architecture. 

After making reservations at the Y. M. C. As we 
were placed in a Hostel in Old Jerusalem which at one 
time was a postoffice building. The streets were very 
narrow and irregular. The age-old custom of leading 
the blind to a certain place every day to ask for alms 
is still in practice. I saw the blind man brought to the 
place by another man (whom I took to be his son). The 
blind beggar brought to my mind the beggar to whom 
Christ brought sight. Seeing such a sight was a Sun- 
day School lesson in itself. I visited the Mount of 
Olives where Christ taught and prayed and where He 
could see Jerusalem from the Mount. I could visualize 
Him seated on a rock and weeping over the sin-infested 


The Wailing Wall 


world from there. The Garden of Gethsemane was a 
beautiful place and the old olive trees with their twisted 
trunks looked as if they had gone through a great deal 
of life. They still bear fruit and provide shade and a 
nesting place for the birds. They teach the message of 
usefulness regardless of age. Such a wonderful lesson to 
take home with me from such a visit I will never forget. 

The Temple Area was the area where King Solomon 
built his temple and where there was never heard the 
sound of a hammer. Solomon’s Quarry is under the old 
city. He had the stone taken from the quarry which is 
in a cave. The stone is a limestone and when brought 
to the air gets harder and more durable. Solomon’s 
Temple is the temple where Christ taught and preached. 
Today there stands the Mosque of Omar built over the 
ruins of the old temple. The city of Jerusalem has been 
destroyed three times and built up each time.. The origi- 
nal places are from nine to twelve feet below the sur- 
face today. Inside the Mosque of Omar is the rock 
altar where Abraham was going to offer Isaac and the 
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ram was provided instead. The windows are very beauti- 
ful in color and pattern and cause a soft light in the 
Mosque. There is a special place for the men to pray 
and a separate place for the women to pray. The Rock 
is enclosed with fancy wood grill work and a wood grill 
screen encircles a chamber around the Rock. We wore 
sandals over our shoes as it is the custom of the Mos- 
lems to remove their shoes before entering the Mosque 
so as not to bring any dirt from the outside world into 
the Mosque when they worship and pray. The outside 
courts are made of large slabs of stone with small 
troughs leading to the small holes so that when the rains 
come the water drains into wells at different points out- 
side the courts. 

The Golden Gate is one of the eight gates to the old 
city. This gate is the one through which Christ entered 
Jerusalem on the First Palm Sunday and was acclaimed 
the real King of all men. This gate is walled up now. 
The Turks, in 1530, considered it too sacred a gate to be 
used for every day use and closed it up. This gate is just 
outside the Temple Area. The only part of the original 
structure of the first Temple standing today is what is 
called the Wailing Wall. Here the Jews assemble for 
prayers on the eve of Saturday and on that of each of 
their festivals. On the 9th of Ab, the national day of 
mourning for the destruction of the Temple (in 70 A. D.) 
large crowds fill the place before the Wailing Wall and 
the Caves leading to it. The people really cry while 
praying out of their prayer books. The tears of the peo- 
ple have fallen on the stones and the salt has eaten part 
of the stone away. When I read of fervent praying I 
now think of the Wailing Wall and try to think of pray- 
ing in terms of being honest and sincere with my words 
to God and myself. 

The Tombs of the Kings was one of the many in- 
teresting places to visit. We descended some twenty 
stone steps from the surface and saw many archways 
with many rooms where the Kings’ families were buried. 
Then we came to a large court and a special platform 
where the services were performed. After a little ex- 
ploring we came to a cave affair with a small opening 
and a stone to close the opening. This was pointed out 
to us as the possible way that Christ’s tomb was closed. 
It was an easy task to roll the stone over the opening 
but when the stone fell in the groove at the opening it 
was a job of strength to roll the stone away. Again the 
Bible came to light to me in the sayings of the women 
going to Christ’s tomb and asking each other, “Who 
shall roll away the stone from the door of the Sepulchre?” 

The Sepulchre is quite a beautiful piece of art work. 
It is located in the center of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. There seemed a sort of emptiness in the 
Church. Everything was lavishly decorated and even 
Golgotha was sparkling with gold and silver. To me it 
would have been more impressive if it were left in the 
rough. In this church there was a column fragment of 
the column that Christ was tied to and flogged. It was 
brought from the Court of Pilate. 

We traveled on foot through narrow streets and 
came to a Convent that was built over the court yard 
of Pilate. We descended several steps and came to a 
portion of the court yard that was uncovered after the 
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three downfalls of Jerusalem. Some of the stone slabs 
were grooved so as to enable the horses to walk with- 
out falling. Under a mat a game of spear and crab was 
shown to us. The characters were cut into the stone and 
the soldiers would play with dice. Whoever lost in this 
game was to pay with his life but there was never a 
soldier to die playing this game because they would sub- 
stitute a prisoner for themselves. It is believed that such 
dice were used to cast lots for Christ’s clothing. At one 
place in the court yard is a mosaic work of Christ carry- 
ing the Cross. At this point is supposed to be the actual 


Jericho City, with the Mount of Temptation 
in the Background 


place where Christ lifted up the Cross. After viewing 
this part of the court yard and the Nun that was show- 
ing us around knelt and prayed for us soldiers and asked 
for God’s guidance for us and that peace may come soon, 
we returned to our homes safely. Although her faith is 
different from mine, her prayer was a lift to me. She 
seemed so sincere in all that she said and did for us. 
On our way out of the court yard we were shown the 
dungeons of Pilate which were under his court yard and 
extended some three hundred feet under ground to the 
wall of the Temple. After leaving the Convent we 
traveled around the streets, carrying on our tour. While 
going up and down the cobblestone streets I thought of 
the task Christ had to carry the Cross over the rough 
streets after being in prison and flogged and then hav- 
ing a crown of thorns thrust upon His head. Such 
weakening treatment as this makes one wonder how He 
was able to carry the Cross as far as He did. 

The trip to Jericho was one of interest due to the 
fact that we were permitted to dig around in the old 
ruins of Old Jericho. We picked up broken pieces of 
pottery and burnt earthen bricks of the double wall. As 
a back-drop to the ruins was the Mountain of Tempta- 
tion where Christ was tempted by the devil. Standing 
on top of the ruins of Jericho, one could see quite a 
ways off. The fertile land and rivers were something to 
admire. The weakness of the devil and the strength of 
Christ could be easily realized due to the fact that no 
one would want to take that land from the owner regard- 
less of how wonderful it looked. The land is perfect to 
the picture of the Land of Plenty. We left the old 
Jericho and entered the new Jericho. Then we traveled 
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This Picture taken at the Tomb of Kings 


to the Dead Sea some fourteen kilometers from Jeri- 
cho. As we neared the Sea the ground became gray 
and looked useless. The Dead Sea is twelve, hundred 
and eighty feet below sea level. It takes all and gives 
nothing. Where we visited the Sea was around the lo- 
cation of the ancient cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 
where Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt. How true 
to life is this Sea like sin, taking all it can into its grip 
and giving out nothing. Any living animal or plant that 
is trapped in this sea has little chance of living long. 
The wages of sin is death—how vividly the Dead Sea 
teaches this lesson. 

On our journey back to Jerusalem we passed the 
Inn of the Good Samaritan and it gave us an idea of 
the inns of the days of Christ. This country was very 
typical to the Bible story. Having deeply cut roads and 
passes and one can see the chances of being robbed and 
not seeing the robbers until they are upon you. One of 
the places I wanted to see very much was the home of 
Mary and Martha. When we came to Bethany I strained 
my eyes to pick out the house and to my surprise, there 
upon a hill stood just the ruins of their home. It was 
so situated that Mary had very little trouble to see Jesus 
coming down the road, which was her greatest joy. For 
she knew that He would teach her as education was 
difficult for a woman to attain. Today, if a family does 
not have the money to educate their children, the chil- 
dren must learn from their experiences. I had a boy 
around eleven years old to guide me when I went out 
alone. He could not read or write because of the fami- 
ly’s finances but he had a wonderful spirit of happiness 
and tried hard to learn the best he could. 

The Church of the Nativity is in Bethlehem. In 
this Church is the cave barn where the manger in which 
Christ was born was placed. The walls are all heavily 
draped in brocade and silk. There were Armenians 
coming to the Church for services and they were pre- 
paring for their Christmas which was January the eighth. 
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To enter and leave this church one must stoop because 
the door is a little over a yard high, the purpose of the 
low door being so that everybody will enter and leave 
with bowed head. It is to impress one and make him 
to humble himself. ‘ 

When one stops and thinks of the perfectness of 
Christ, and then see the places where He was tortured, 
it seems all out of reason. I visited the prison of Christ. 
There is a Church built over it. There is a hole in the 
side of the wall just large enough for one to stoop and 
enter the pit-like prison. There were no lights or win- 
dows and the air was foul—and just think, Christ was 
put in such a place for me! 

The upper room in which the Lord instituted Holy 
Communion is on Mount Zion just east of David’s 
Tower. The room has a stone floor and three entrances. 
This building is owned by the Moslems. When leaving 
the room and coming down the steps I could imagine 
Christ telling the story to His disciples of the vine and 
branches. “I am the Vine and you are the branches” 
was easily to be seen when one sees the wall of the 
court yard with the vine growing up its side. This coun- 
try is so arranged that object lessons can be picked up 
almost everywhere. 

When seeing the Holy Land and living with some 
of the people, I have had the Bible more open to me. 
Some of the “whys” in my mind have been answered. 
I also feel more ashamed of myself after seeing and 
visualizing the hateful things that Christ had to endure to 
relieve me of my sins. The trip should strengthen every- 
one who takes it. I enjoyed the trip very much but I 
enjoy the memories of the trip more. 

I hope that by this small article each of you Leaguers 
may enjoy in part the trip that I made. I also want to 
say in behalf of the men in the service: “Thank you for 
your prayers. They lift us when we are low in spirit. 
We could not carry on if it were not for such grand 
beings as you praying for us.” 
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REFLECTIONS. 
As the sun slowly sinks beyond the western horizon, 
the growing beauties of the sunset gradually appear be- 


fore our eyes. If we are fortunate enough to be near 
a quiet stream or lake, the beauty is enhanced twofold 
by the reflections upon the surface of the water. 
Marshes, trees, clouds, buildings, in fact everything along 
the water’s edge or overhead are mirrored for our en- 
joyment. Sometimes they are elongated, sometimes the 
ripples of the water mar their perfection and they be- 
come blurred and indistinct. Here we see a bird skim- 
ming a few feet above the water, his mirrored reflection 
moving along with him. As twilight draws on, one can 
hardly tell where the original ends and the reflection 
begins. God is giving us a twofold picture of the beauties 
of His world. 

Mirrored upon our consciousness our thoughts turn 
back in reflection upon our acts of the past. We some- 
times wonder as we think back upon these acts, if what 
we have done has caused the wrong kind of reflection 
upon our characters. This searching of the soul causes 
us to meditate upon what we should do in the future, 
and these reflections are a big contributing factor towards 
our future actions. 

Danger stares us in the face, and immediately all of 
our nerves are alive to the situation—their warning goes 
out to all parts of the body and the reflection of our 
bodies in obeying this warning saves us from harm. 

The reflections or influences of the Alumni of the 
League, of the leaders of the church, or of Christian 
youth itself, causes others to follow or hinders them from 
following the Christian way of life. 

The Sustaining Membership Fund of the Luther 
League of America is a quiet stream or lake, showing by 
the gifts sent to it the mirrored reflection of your in- 
terest. Your interest might be so large the reflection 
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becomes elongated, or it might be disturbed with neglect 
and put-off-ness thus causing the picture to become 
blurred and indistinct. It needs some reflection on your 
part. 

If your reflections do not cause you to send in a $1 
Contributing or a $5 Gift, Memorial, Alumni or Loyalty 
Membership immediately, the reflection of your action 
might influence others, so let the danger of neglect cause 
the reflection of all your body towards sending in that 
gift today. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Fund 
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THIS IS AMERICA! 

HE nation was at war. But the Yankees were 
6 playing the Indians. And the two teams were 

contending for first place. Moreover, Bagby, 

who had won seven straight for the Cleveland 
team, was opposing young Bonham, who had won five 
straight for the New York team. And it was a perfect 
day for a ball game. Not too much wind; not too much 
sun. The playing field in perfect condition. 

And so we found ourselves on a balmy Wednesday 
afternoon out in the centerfield bleachers at the Yankee 
stadium, one among the thousands who, because they 
find the national pastime a colorful, zestful bit of recrea- 
tion, find as much joy in setting out for a ball game as 
Simon Peter did in setting out for a fishing trip when his 
heart was heavy. 

Out there in the centerfield bleachers, watching Bon- 
ham blank the Indians, one felt that he was pretty close 
to the heart of America. We sat among all sorts and 
conditions of men. (Sitting in the bleachers has some 
decided advantages over sitting in the stands. In the 
grandstand one may get in front of a good lady whose 
knowledge of baseball is so rudimentary that she criti- 
cizes every decision of the umpire. In the bleachers they 
know their baseball.) Beside me was a Wall Street 
banker. Around me were Hebrews not a few. In front 
of me was a colored gentleman. If you want really to 
enjoy a ball game, find you a seat in the vicinity of a 
rooter of color. For sheer enthusiasm and unbounded 
confidence in the ability of the home team to come 
through in the pinches, this gentleman of color was 
easily first in our section of the bleachers. 

Comes the last half of the seventh inning. And the 
stretch. If I were a cartoonist and wanted to depict 
in lighter vein the spirit of America I should picture 
the crowd at a ball game rising for the seventh inning 
stretch. Bankers and preachers, Jews and Gentiles, white 
and colored, young and old, men and women; we arose 
and stretched. And that common act of stretching gave 
us a community feeling, a feeling of togetherness. We 
arose and stretched. Not because some blatant corporal 
yelled at us, and we had to arise. Not because some 
dignitary had entered, and we had no choice but to arise. 
We just arose and stretched. Because we wanted to. 
Because it is a good old American custom. Because it 
takes the stiffness out of the legs and puts a little extra 
air in the lungs. Because it helps you to get acquainted 
with your neighbor to the right and your neighbor to the 


left. (Continued on Page 20) 
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“HELLO, GANG” 


Part of the greetings to the 4th Annual Convention from our 
former Vice-President and Educational Secretary, Corporal Donald 
W. Groff (overseas). 

Hello there, Gang: 

The warmest greetings of my heart, best wishes and 
sincere congratulations upon this occasion of another 
“hit” convention. A few pressing matters prevent my 
being with you in the flesh, but I’m right “smack dab” 
in the center of things in spirit. One after the other, 
in my mind’s eye, I see each of your smiling faces and 
wish my arms were long enough to stretch out and 
shake your hands. Some of you I don’t know as well 
as I should like, some of you are strangers to me, but 
gee, welcome stranger, and of course there are ever so 
many faces that have spelled friendship and good fun in 
the past and I pray will do so again, for, by jove, ’m 
making advance régistrations for next year’s Convention 
right here and now, and what a glorious time we all 
shall have. 

This year—during war—in spite of it, “The Victory 
of Faith” and “A Steadfast Christ in a Changing World” 
themes and ideals of such power and magnitude as to 
stagger one with the possibilities that are open to us 
“Soldiers of Christ”. Yes, the Church has a big job to 
do and it needs us to help. We Leaguers in the service 
can see a big picture but it’s cut in pieces, and you 
Leaguers back there must put it together. Oh! that we 
might help, but unable to, we look to you, to all of you, 
to redouble your efforts to go the second mile, to give 
and give of time, devotion, service and money. We can’t 
achieve by wishing, so let’s do more. Here are a few 
lines of poetry to tell the story— 


“Ts this the time, O Church of Christ, to sound 
Retreat? To arm with weapons cheap and blunt 
The men and women who have borne the brunt 
Of truth’s fierce strife and nobly held their ground. 
Is this the time to halt, when all around 
Horizons lift, new destinies confront, 

Stern duties wait our nation, never wont 

To play the laggard, when God’s will was found? 
No! tather strengthen stakes and lengthen cords. 
Enlarge thy plans and gifts, O thou elect, 

And to thy kingdom come for such a time! 

The earth with all its fullness is the Lord’s, 

Great things attempt for Him, great things expect, 
Whose love imperial is, whose power sublime.’’ 


Goodbye now and God bless you all. 


Your League friend, 
DON GROFF 


Lancaster Conference—“Leaguezette” 


FROM OUR SERVICE MEN 
HERE and THERE 


CHAPLAIN TELLS OF INTEREST IN RELIGION 
SHOWN BY SOLDIERS ON GUADALCANAL 

Fragments of Scripture, remembered by one soldier 
as he heard another recite them during the heat of battle 
on Guadalcanal, led a typical soldier to study the Bible 
earnestly, according to a report to the War Department 
by Chaplain (First Lieutenant) Gary A. Bousman of 
Richmond, Virginia, who has recently returned to the 
United States from four months of service on Guadal- 
canal and Tulagi. 

After the battle was over the fighting man came to 
the Chaplain, repeated what he remembered, and said he 
wanted to learn the whole of the passage. Chaplain 
Bousman listened. The phrases were from the Twenty- 
third Psalm, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 

The last time Chaplain Bousman saw the soldier, he 
was eagerly reading a Bible presented to him by the 
Chaplain. 

“After battle, men talk quite freely about religion and 
their personal problems,” Chaplain Bousman said. “They 
see their buddies killed. They lie in the fox holes and 
look at the stars and think pretty seriously. As much 
as I’ve studied theology, I, too, have given it more 
serious thought after battle. It makes you think.” 

Soldiers at the front want a chaplain to be with 
them. Chaplain Bousman said they appreciate his bring- 
ing cigarettes to them in the fox holes when theirs are 
gone, his companionship and encouragement. He cheers 
the wounded, and buries the dead. 

At one time, Chaplain Bousman related, he was 
conducting a burial service on a ridge. Machine gun 
bullets suddenly began to strike about the burial squad. 
They dropped and rolled down the hill. The firing 
stopped. When it was not resumed within 15 minutes, 
they returned and completed the service. 

Chaplain Bousman escaped injury in the jungle bat- 
tle on Guadalcanal and an enemy bombing on Tulagi 
Island, but suffered attacks of malaria and other illness. 

Chaplain Bousman, who is married, entered the Army 
in May, 1941. He was then pastor of the Crystal Feder- 
ated Church at Crystal, Michigan. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Rich- 
mond in 1935, his Master of Arts from the University of 
Chicago in 1937, and his Bachelor of Divinity from the 
Chicago Theological Seminary in 1939, and was ordained 
in the Congregational Church in 1940. His parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. N. A. Bousman, live at 1605 Grove Avenue. 
Richmond. 


: Those having correspondence with The Luther League of America will please note that our zone number 
is 7. The Post Office Department has inaugurated this new method of address to aid Post Office employees in 


sorting the mail and expediting delivery. 
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Senior and Young People's Topics 


SENIOR TOPICS FOR OCTOBER 
Theme: The Steadfast Christ—A True Friend 


October 3, 1943 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT DOES JESUS TEACH ABOUT 
FRIENDSHIP? 


John 15:13-15 
Rev. P. M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The most complete record we have of Jesus’ life 
covers only about three years before His death, but in 
that brief period of time it is safe to say He made scores 
of friends and hundreds of acquaintances. Of this large 
group we would naturally expect the twelve apostles with 
whom He chose to share the most intimate experiences 
of His life, to be His closest friends. It was a most 
intimate fellowship and was destined to change the 
world. The secret of this power is found in the words 
“that they might be with Him”. 

There were some of the twelve who understood 
Jesus and loved Him more than the others. Simon Peter, 
one of the first to be chosen; James and John, cousins 
of Jesus and knew Him longer than the others. Matthew 
gave up a considerable amount of wealth and possession 
to become Jesus’ friend. Philip, the fellow townsman 
of Andrew and Peter. Bartholomew, a friend of Philip, 
was so impressed with the friendly look on the face of 
Jesus when he first saw Him that he recognized in Him 
the Son of God. 

Among the homes in which Jesus was always wel- 
come and entertained a most delightful friendship ex- 
isted with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. Jesus enjoyed 
these friends and loved them. ; 

Nicodemus was one of Jesus’ older friends, and one 
of the young friends was a boy just over thirteen whose 
sight was restored alter a lifetime of blindness. 

What can we learn from Jesus’ example about choos- 
ing our friends? Why did He choose the kind of men 
He selected for His twelve closest friends? How did His 
friendship help them? How did they help Him? If we 
could ask one of these friends to tell us the one thing 
that impressed him most about Jesus, what do you think 
it would be? 

Friendship Based on Love 

It takes great love to build enduring friendship. 
Friendship is more than a kind feeling toward someone. 
Christians are to prefer one another in love. “Love 
suffereth long and is kind, love envieth not” .. (read 
Corinthians 13). He was the Physician for the sick, the 
Minister to the needy, the Saviour to the lost. “The Son 
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister 
and to give His life a ransom for many.” 


Friendship That Abides 
Friendship surmounts the storms of life. Difficulties 
and hardships are bound to come, but friendship is made 
stronger because of them. Jesus well knew the frailty 
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of His disciples. He knew they would forsake Him in 
the hour of His greatest trial. “But having loved His 
own, He loved them unto the end.” He was patient with 
them when they were slow to learn; He pitied them 
when they were fearful and disturbed; He prayed for 
them always. His friendship was eternal. He was a 
gracious, loving friend. 


Friendship Has Its Problems 

Jesus taught us that friendship is sharing and when 
a friend demands more than his share of time, money, 
and attention, it is necessary to refuse to make undue 
sacrifice. Refer to the example of James and John and 
their desire of the highest seats in the Kingdom. What 
is a good sign that our friendship is being taken advan- 
tage of? What should we do when we find a friend is 
using us as a tool for selfish ends? 


We take delight in a friend’s companionship and wish 
to do what our friend does. But sometimes friendship 
comes into conflict with our loyalty to truth, decency 
and purity. What should we do then? How can we hold 
a friend’s respect and at the same time act according to 
the dictates of conscience? Why is tact important in 
friendship? What shall friends do when they disagree? 


Enemies Into Friends 

Christ’s way is the only way and means of turning 
enemies into friends. He tells us to do good to the ones 
who hate us, to bless those who curse us, and to pray 
for those who despitefully use us. Here, of course, the 
requirements are hard. Yet history is full of examples 
of the truth of His statement. The whole missionary 
program has embodied this as one of its principles. 


We have discovered that piling hate upon hate will 
not bring about a peace which we all pray for at an 
early time. We have learned to apply the law of doing 
good so that the Christ standard will turn an enemy 
into a friend. A young American nurse was in an allied 
nation’s hospital and was called upon to administer ta 
needs of a wounded Japanese. She recognized him as 
a very brutal soldier, but nevertheless gave him careful 
attention. When he became better, he asked her why 
she had been so kind. She answered, “The Teacher 
whom I love and follows says, ‘Love and forgive your 
enemies’.” After a few minutes he murmured: “I never 
knew of such a religion before. If that is what this great 
Teacher says, and this is what His followers are, I want 
to be like Him, too.” 


Being Friends in the Family 
Read Luke 2:40-52. Did Jesus mean to disobey His 
parents? Why did they disagree at first? Should we 
obey our parents without question? Or should we talk 
the matter over, each giving his ideas? 
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Jim goes to the movies every week on a certain day 
no matter what picture is being shown. Bob wants to 
do the same but his parents object. He thinks they are 
“old fogies.” Are they? What reasons do you think 
they could give for their stand? Are parents “old fogies” 
simply because they do not see things as we do? The 
latter part of the scripture says that Jesus at the home 
of his parents “increased in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man.” Do you think that the home 
is the best place to grow in these ways? Do you not 
think that families are part of God’s plan because we 
need one another as friends in special ways? 


Are We Christ’s Friends? 


This question should challenge us. He makes it easy 
for us to know—‘‘Ye are my friends if ye do the things 
which I command you.” We have His commands in 
His Word. Either we are for Him or against Him. 
There is no compromise. He is our friend, are we His? 
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October 10, 1943 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME TO BE 
A FRIEND? 
Proverbs 27:5-10; 17-19 
Rey. P. M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
In the “foreword”, Paul R. Kirts gives us some defi- 
nitions of a friend and what friendship means to us. 


“A friend has been defined as ‘the first one who steps 
in after the whole world steps out.’ Poor, indeed, is 
the man who does not have a friend when he thinks that 
everything worth while has taken wings. It is a bless- 
ing that few of us know this sort of poverty. Yet 
tragedies result because people in despair abandon them- 
selves to a loneliness that they create for themselves. 
Usually somewhere there is a friend who can help us to 
get out of our discouragement if we tell him our trou- 
bles. A kind Providence has decreed that when we are 
‘down, our friends are ‘up. Their sympathy works 
wonders for our spirits. How does misfortune test 


friendship? 
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Another definition of a friend goes something like 
this; One who knows all about you and loves you still. 
One of our deepest longings is to find friends who under- 
stand us; if they can still have affection for us, we 
ought to thank God that we have entered into such a 
state of bliss. When we make true friends the finest in 
us flourishes like summer flowers. What has been your 
experience in trying to live up to your best friend’s esti- 
mate of you?” 

How may our friends develop unselfishness in us? 
You have told your friends a lot of stuff and nonsense 
to which they patiently listened in the name of friend- 
ship. What should be our attitude when they tell us 
about their troubles, plans, and hopes? 


Misunderstanding in Friendship 
When misunderstandings do occur are these some 
ways of meeting them that I will find successful? 
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If misunderstanding stands in the way of friendship 
there are certain rules which, if followed, will help you 
to win back the friends you have lost. 

1. You yourself must take the first step in smooth- 
ing out the misunderstanding. Jesus said that if you 
bring your gift to the altar and remember that there 
is a misunderstanding between you and your brother, you 
must leave your gift there and go and be reconciled to 
your brother. Then come and offer your gift. Read 
Matthew 5:23, 24. 

It doesn’t make any difference who was to blame. 
The important thing is that the misunderstanding be 
straightened out. To say, “Well, it was mostly the other 
person’s fault,” isn’t going to help. Instead the thing 
to do is to forget who’s to blame and to say simply, 
“I’m sorry we had this misunderstanding. Won’t you 
forgive me for whatever it is that has separated us?” 

2. The second rule is not to delay in winning back 
your friend. Jesus said, “Agree with thine adversary 
while thou art in the way with him.” (Matthew 5:25.) 

Sometimes it is easy to say, “Oh, well, he'll get over 
it in time,” or “I’m not going to bother myself,” or “If 
I try to make up, hell think I’m a softie.” But every- 
one knows that the longer a thing is postponed the hard- 
er it is to do. Learn to settle things at once if you 
would win back your friends with the least hurt to every- 
one concerned. 

3. The third rule is that differences must be straight- 
ened out privately. Jesus said, “Moreover if thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone.” (Matthew 18:15.) 

Notice the word “alone.” Disagreements between 
friends are too personal to be made public. Go to your 
friend in private and thus keep curious or gossip-loving 
persons from adding to your misunderstanding. 

4. The fourth rule is that good will toward your 
friend must be felt and expressed. 

When Jesus was asked how many times a person 
should forgive his friend he said ‘“‘seventy times seven.” 
(Matthew 18:21, 22.) This may seem a hard rule to 
follow—to go on forgiving over and over again. But it 
is only by having absolute good will toward your friend 
that you will have the power to rebuild the damaged 
friendship. 

Our Lives Enriched 

Every friend gained multiplies our powers and in- 
creases our enjoyment. Association with others of the 
right sort strengthens character, enables one to become 
more useful to the world about him. We should seek 
to have as many friends as possible, but they should be 
carefully selected. It is impossible for us to make 
friends of everybody we contact but we can maintain a 
friendly attitude toward all. Our lives will thus be 
greatly enriched. 

Barriers to Friendship 

Sometimes without realizing it, we set up barriers 

to friendship. These are usually invisible things such 


as our attitude toward another because he or she dresses 
differently from us. 


We sometimes allow a prejudice to arise because of 
different social opportunities. Particularly are we likely 
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to feel that those outside our circle are not quite as 
privileged as we. 

Can you name other barriers to friendship? Are 
these barriers usually real or imaginary? How do these 
barriers affect my being a friend to others outside of 
my circle of friends? 


A Friend of Jesus 
What does it mean to have Jesus as a friend. Does 
it involve anything different from being a friend of 
Mary or Bill? We know that association with our 
friends is one of the things which makes our friendships 
so delightful. We know too that all with whom we 


“associate become a part of us. 


How may we have this close association with Jesus 
to help us on our way of Christian life? Jesus said, 
“Lo, I am with, you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” We only need to make ourselves aware of his 
presence. He can become closer than any other friend 
because He can be with us at all times. He can share 
our difficulties when they arise, or our joys as we ex- 
perience them. There should be a definite time each 
day when we meet Him for conversation and thought— 
the same as we meet Mary or Bill. 

Have you ever thought of hanging a favorite pic- 
ture of Christ in your room or stand a picture on the 
table as you may have the picture of Mary or Bill. On 
the table have the Bible and read that Bible and have 
conversation with Christ through prayer. Surely a friend 
like Jesus will be of much help to us as we hear him 
say day by day to us, “Ye are my friends if ye do what- 
soever I command you.” 
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October 17, 1943 
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT KIND OF GIRL AND BOY 
FRIENDS DO I SELECT? 
I Samuel 19:1-7 
Rev. Maurice E. Lesher, Clinton, Iowa 
True Friendships Are Heaven Born 
Before the chapter on “The Choice of Friendship” 
in his book ‘Friendship’ Hugh Black has quoted these 
two quotations: 
“If thou findest a good man, tise up early in 


the morning to go to find him, and let thy feet wear 


the steps of his doot.”’ ae 
The Apocryphal Book of Ecclesiastious 


Whereof the man, that with me trod 
This planet, was a noble type, _ 
Appearing ere the times were ripe, 


That friend of mine who lives with God. 
—Tennyson 


Hugh Black thus begins this chapter and suggests 
at once that a true friend is indeed a gift from God. One 
of God’s finest gifts to man. It is well for us to re- 
member this important point as we talk about selecting 
our girl and'boy friends. Our scripture lesson gives us 
a glimpse of a real friendship which neither threats nor 
the inheritance of a kingdom could destroy. David and 
Jonathan had formed a deep and lasting friendship. 
When Saul, the father of Jonathan became angry with 
David, Jonathan sought to turn his father’s anger away 
from David and persisted in his attempts until Saul went 
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so far as to throw a javelin at Jonathan himself. The 
story continues with the warning of David by Jonathan 
by means of the arrow signals in the field so that David 
was able to flee from the wrath of Saul. Though Jona- 
than knew that David would become king in his place, he 
never faltered in his friendship for David. Jonathan 
was killed by the Philistines and David mourned his 
death saying “I am distressed of thee, my brother Jona- 
than; very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love 
to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.” 
Dayid’s friendship did not end with this tribute to Jona- 
than, as king he buried Jonathan with high honor and 
befriended the crippled son of Jonathan whose name was 
Mephibosheth by providing a home for him and for his 
sons. How different would have been the life of both 
David and Jonathan had they not been friends? How 
heaven born was this friendship! It was indeed most 
wise choice that each made as he selected the other as 
friend. 
Friendships Are Two Sided 

“As we possess the gift of influence over others, so 
we in turn are affected by every life that touches ours,” 
thus writes Hugh Black in the chapter to which we have 
referred. “Influence,” he says, “is like an atmosphere 
exhaled by each separate personage. Some men seem 
neutral and colorless, with no atmosphere to speak of. 
Some have a bad atmosphere, like the rank poisonous 
odor of noxious weeds, breeding malaria.” It is indeed 
true that in the company of some folks we always do 
worse than we intend while in the company of others, we 
do much better. Certain folks react most unfavorably 
on each other, making a combination that works for evil 
and not for good. “Others” continues Mr. Black, “have 
a good atmosphere; we can breathe there in safety, and 
have a joyful sense of security. With some of these it 
is a local delicate environment, sweet, suggestive, like 
the aroma of wild violets. With some it is like a pine 
forest, or an eucalyptus grove of warmer climes which 
perfume a whole countryside. It is well to know such, 
Christ’s little ones and Christ’s great ones.” Thus we 
see that when two people walk together as friends that 
each influences the other, absorbing characteristics just 
as surely as our clothing absorbs odors of the territory 
through which we walk for either good or bad. When 
Kingsley was asked the secret of his joyous, strong life 
he replied, “I had a friend.” 


Selecting Friends 

In her book “Business of Being a Friend’ Bertha 
Conde proposes six tests of friendship. She asks, “Is 
is for the best’? “Is it non-exclusive’’? ‘Does it be- 
tray confidences”? “Does it usurp’? “Are you a satellite 
or a comrade”? “Do you have self control in the friend- 
ship”? Space does not permit a complete discussion of 
these points which appear in the chapter on “The Tests 
of Friendship” but a review of this chapter by one of the 
Leaguers would be most helpful to this discussion. 

Too often we choose our friends because of “out- 
ward” appearances. A boy or girl has good looks, good 
clothes, a good car (B. R. that means, “before ration- 
ing’) and a good pocketbook, therefore many folks seek 
to make this one their friend. Friendships based upon 
such attractions always come to an unhappy end. The 
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“trencher friends” (trencher is an old word meaning a 
wooden plate hence “eating friends”) are not benefited 
themselves and the one on whom they lean is disap- 
pointed when he learns the real reason for their friend- 
ship. The Prodigal Son learned this lesson and in his 
play “Timon of Athens”, Shakespeare develops the theme 
of “fair weather” friends who desert when storms arise 
and the going is tough. When John Huss was being led 
to the stake to suffer a martyr’s death, an old friend 
stepped forth from the crowd and gave Huss a powerful 
grip of the hand in silence. Huss turned to the crowd 
and said, “Only God and myself know what this hand- 
clasp means in this bitter hour.” This friend risked his 
life to give this handclasp. 

Friends must be chosen for inner qualities that last! 
There are acquaintances and there are friends. Too 
many acquaintances treated as friends can ruin any per- 
son, Certain intimacies cannot be divided. When young 
people try to divide that which belongs only to friends 
among those who are only acquaintances troubles begin. 
The Christian ideal of love and marriage means that in- 
timacies are shared with the proper person and in the 
proper manner. Friendships which are between girls 
and boys and which ripen into a lasting love, make pos- 
sible the intimacies of courtship and marriage. Such 
intimacies without the proper spiritual and religious re- 
lationships are disastrous to everyone concerned. 


The “Musts” of Friendship 

A friendship can only exist between equals! Equal- 
ity does not mean anything from an external source. It 
means equality in spiritual relationships. Don’t expect to 
have friends with those who are spiritually foreign to 
you. This truth is easily seen. Not many “non church” 
young people are really friends of those who are in- 
terested in the Luther League! 

All friendships based on selfishness, pleasure or use- 
fulness will not last. The motive of the friendship must 
be for good and for something of a permanent value. By 
the term usefulness we mean that we use a friendship to 
gain some desired end and then discard it. 

We must have friends who will tell us the truth! 
That means that they must first know what is true and 
secondly not be afraid to tell us what they really think! 
Flattery is destructive of friendships. 

A Christian girl or boy cannot choose a real friend 
without regard to the religious and moral beliefs of the 
selected person. This does not mean that we ask what 
each person believes or does in the matters of religion 
and morals, but it does mean that when wide differ- 
ences of faith and morality exist, a true friendship cannot 
be established. 
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October 24, 1943 
EKighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
A REAL FRIENDSHIP—DAVID 
AND JONATHAN 
I Samuel 19:1-7 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Our third study in friendship has to do with two 
young men: David, the son of Jesse; and Jonathan, the 
son of Saul, first king of Israel. The study of this topic 
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teaches us a wonderful story of friendship between a 
poor boy and a rich boy. David was a shepherd boy, 
the youngest of eight boys. While at his work he 
learned to play on a harp and became quite accurate in 
the use of a sling. He was a strong boy and on one 
occasion killed a lion with his hands. (I Samuel 17: 
34-35.') 

Jonathan was a king’s son and had many advantages 
such as wealth, education, and pleasure. In view of all 
these advantages, they had no bad influence over him, 
but turned his back on them as we learn that he pos- 
sessed great strength, courage, and a lovable character. 
(I Samuel 14:1-16.) 


Grounds for Friendship 

1. Not for social reasons when we remember the 
marked difference in their positions. What then? Both 
boys were brave and fearless. They had both fought 
successfully against the enemies of the Lord’s people. 
Warfare, although cruel in most respects, is the means 
of bringing together many warriors of a common cause 
into the bonds of lasting friendship. The warfare which 
we are waging in behalf of Christ’s kingdom should also 
develop real friendships among those who fight together 
against evil and the forces of evil. 


2. They both relied on the Lord for strength and. 


guidance. I Samuel 14 shows how Jonathan called upon 
the Lord and how the Lord answered his prayers. I 
Samuel 17 shows how David stood in the sight of God. 

3. Both David's life and Jonathan’s life were threat- 
ened by Saul the king, because of his jealousy of David. 
Such a condition naturaly brought the two friends closer 
together. We see therefore how necessary it is some- 
times to join hands to combat the evil designs of others 
and this makes friendships real in our life. 

4. Jonathan shows his true friendship for David 
when contrary to the warnings of his father and his own 
personal wishes in the matter, he surrenders his inher- 
ent right to rule as King in his father’s stead, in favor 
of David. The test of real friendship is when personal 
advantage is at stake. 

5. The touching part of this real friendship between 
David and Jonathan was that on the death of both Jona- 
than and Saul, David entered into deep mourning. The 
ties of real friendship bind us together and the memories 
of these friendships live on eternally. 


How Develop Real Friendship 

A good friend is a blessing. A man without a friend 
is certainly in need. Christ said that He was a friend of 
sinners and publicans. They understood Him to mean 
that He was willing to asosciate with them. Their prob- 
lems became His, His life became a part of them. A 
real friend in this life is worth more than riches and 
honor. 

An intimate acquaintance is one that will treasure 
your confidence. All you tell him is in safe keeping. 
You open your heart to him knowing that each utter- 
ance is respected and appreciated. He responds to all 
your emotions. What is joy for you brings happiness 
into his heart. 

A real friendship is not one sided. The sympathy 
and response of life and pleasures ought to be returned. 
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The confidences that are shared should be mutual. To 
have a good friend is to be a good friend. Real friend- 
ship deserves developing if one does not already possess 
the trait. We help each other to travel the highway 
of life and share its joys and sorrows. We can have real 
friends and many of them if they will only cultivate the 
kindly habit of being sympathetic with people they meet. 


To make real friends we must be willing to go half 
way. One must not expect other people to overstep their 
ideals and boundaries simply for another. There is a 
happy meeting ground wherein there may be formed an 
agreement of friendship. 


Lasting Friendship 

To form friendships as in the life of David and 
Jonathan it took a great deal of time. We need to form 
our friendships slowly that they may last forever. 

“Let those that are at peace with thee be many, but 
thy counsellors one of a thousand!” (Ecclesiasticus 6:6.) 
We make acquaintances easily, but friendship ripens 
slowly. If it is to be permanent and true, friendship 
must be built on those spiritual realities which alone 
endure. It must be built on true Christian character, 
pursuing the virtues of faith, hope, and love; living life 
in the light of eternity; valuing men and women because 
of their true worth in terms of character and active 
Christian service. Therefore it is necessary to know 
people very well before including them in the list of 
one’s intimate friends. 

This does not mean that we must look for perfection 
before giving our pledge of friendship. (If it did, we 
would have few friends!) But it does mean that we 
must be able to value our true friends because of. what 
they are. We must be able to go with them as they 
pursue their ideals. If we can do that, we will want to 
help them in every possible way. 

Choose your friends carefully. Let your friendships 
mature slowly! Build them always on the spiritual real- 
ities of life, so that they may endure forever! 

Here are some questions that will interest you in 
thinking further through this subject: 

Think over carefully the list of your most faithful 
friends. How long did it take to establish each friend- 
ship? Why did you choose these friends? Have you 
ever disappointed them? Why? 

What do you expect of your friends: purity of 
throught and deed, fellowship, loyalty, criticism, material 
aid, aid in character development? Which of these have 
you obtained from them? 
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October 31, 1943 
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
A FRIEND IN NEED—(Social Missions) 
F Luke 10:29-37 
Rev. Frederick W. Heins, Rochester, IN ys 
Wounded Travelers Along Life’s Way 
Have you ever noticed that, no matter how familiar 
a Bible story may seem to us, there is always some- 
thing new to be found in it if we really try to think over 
it carefully? Take this story of the Good Samaritan 
for instance. We have all heard it read over and over 
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again, but do we all know the answers to the questions 
below? 

Who were the lawyers? These were men, mostly 
Pharisees, who spent their time in the study and ex- 
planation of the Jewish law, especially the unwritten 
law. They were very clever in debate. 

Why does the traveler go “down” from Jerusalem 
to Jericho? For two he went “down”: first, 
Jerusalem was situated on much higher ground than 
Jericho; secondly, the Jews went “up” to their holy city, 
Jerusalem, the center of all their national and religious 
life. When they went away from Jerusalem, they went 
“down.” 

Why did the priest not help the wounded man? It 
may be because he feared that the man might be dead 
or die on his hands. Priests were given strict command 
in the law of Moses not to touch the dead. (Leviticus 
21:1-4) Any Jew who came into contact with the dead was 
required to go through a period of purification for seven 
days, viz., Numbers 19:11-16. (Even today the Cohen’s 
(Kahn’s) of our American life who are the descendants 
of the priests are not allowed to go to the graves or even 
to enter the gates of a cemetery at the time of a funeral. 
For this’ reason it is a real hardship for a Cohen to be 
a rabbi.) Nevertheless the man was in need of help, 
whether he was half-dead or dead. The priest should 
have been willing to risk inconvenience in order to help 
this man, even though he might later have died. 

Why did the Levite not help? The Levites were the 
priest’s helpers. They did not have to be as concerned 
as the priests about becoming defiled by contact with 
blood or the dead. It may be that the Levite feared 
that he too might fall victim to the bandits who even 
today still infest this roadway. It may be that he feared 
defilement and the inconvenience of becoming purified by 
the rite of purification. But he was a religious leader 
and as such should not have failed the man in need. 

Who were the Samaritans? When the Jews were 
taken into captivity by the Assyrians, some were left in 
the Land of Palestine. The captives were replaced by 
colonists from Babylonia who intermarried with Jews 
left in Palestine and in time became one people, the 
Samaritans. These Samaritans accepted only the first 
five books of the Old Testament, rejecting all the other 
sacred writings of the Jews. Another version states that 
the colonists who were brought in at first worshiped 
their own idols, but when, greatly annoyed by lions and 
other wild beasts, feared that the local gods were causing 
all this trouble. They therefore recalled a Jewish priest 
from exile to instruct them in the worship of the “God 
of the land,” and afterwards joined the worship of Je- 
hovah with that of their idols. 

When the Jews returned from captivity and began to 
rebuild the temple at Jerusalem, the Samaritans offered 
to assist in the work, requesting to be acknowledged as 
Jewish citizens. The Jews refused to accept them how- 
ever because of their being of mingled stock and also 
because of their rejecting much of the Old Testament. 
From that time on bitter enmity divided the Jews and 
Samaritans, an enmity which grew more bitter as time 
went on. When journeying from Judea to Galilee the 
Jews would ordinarily cross the Jordan River in order to 
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avoid passing through Samaria. In all likelihood they 
would spit at the Samaritans when passing them and 
mutter imprecations against them under their breath. 
They were to them as swine. 

Why is the Samaritan so highly praised? Notice 
how he uses-his best as medicine and bandage for the 
wounds, how he walks and lets the animal carry the 
Jewish traveler, how he stays overnight at the hotel 
with the wounded man, nursing him back to life and 
health, probably without sleeping himself, and how he 
provides for the future care of the wounded man. No 
question of national prejudice keeps him back from his 
service, no fear of inconvenience or pollution troubles 
him. There is service to be rendered to one who is “his 
neighbor” because he is in need, so he feels that God 
has brought him there at that time to do it. He didn’t 
go around examining people’s labels to determine whom 
he should help and whom he shouldn’t. And, even 
though the label might read, “Enemy,” he still would 
treat him like a brother. (Pray that Christians may 
remember this in wartime.) 

The Wounded Travelers of Life’s Highway 

You and I as we journey as Christians along life’s 
highway are expected to be Good Samaritans to the 
wounded travelers we meet along the way. Who are 
these wounded travelers? 

I. The Orphaned: 

Who among us does not think at Christmas time 
and in our other days of festivity about the boys and 
girls who have been deprived of the joy and affection 
of a home in which they live with father and mother? 
No matter how much is showered upon them in institu- 
tions of good food, clothing, understanding, etc., these 
orphans have lost something that is priceless. But it is 
not only those whose father and mother have died who 
deserve our sympathy. There are the countless thou- 
sands whose homes are broken because of divorce, sepa- 
ration, desertion and hard drinking on the part of the 
parents. Folks are not as thoughtful of these children 
as they are of the orphans whose parents have died, and 
yet they tell us that the broken home is perhaps the 
most common mark of danger in the early life of crim- 
inals. Constant quarreling in the home also robs a child 
of his just due and makes him a kind of orphan. Those 
who grow up in broken homes and homes of discord 
need the help of life’s Good Samaritans as they lie 
wounded in spirit along life’s way. If they don’t get it, 
they may become mean and unsociable, draw inside their 
shells like hermit crabs, or decide to paint the world red 
in vengeance for their own unhappiness. 

But all of these are not the only classes of orphans. 
Our help is needed most by the 50% of the people of 
America who are spiritual orphans, because they have 
never been blessed with parents who cared about their 
souls. I think that I should rather be brought up in an 
orphan’s home and certainly should rather grow up in a 
destitute miner’s cabin than grow up as a spiritual orphan 
with no one to care for my soul. There are spiritual 
orphans everywhere, even among the most wealthy, yes, 
even occasionally among church members, children 
brought up in homes where there are endless luxuries of 
life, but where Jesus is unknown as personal Saviour. 
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II. The Sick and the Shut-ins. 

The blind who have to see the world and the faces 
of their friends through their finger-tips, the deaf who 
strain to catch the soft cadences of the world’s music 
with the imperfect diaphragms of their damaged ear- 
phones, the crippled who have to take their turn at bat 
in life’s great game of baseball while leaning heavily 
upon their crutches, the bed-ridden whose universe is 
stuffed into a 9x9 room, the sick in the hospitals who 
toss about in vain in search of relief for their suffering 
on beds that seem to have become calcified tables of tor- 
ture, the mentally and nervously exhausted to whom 
every little grating sound seems like a bomb shell and 
to whom death comes indeed like a welcome sleep, the 
mentally ill to whom each night is purgatory or those 
who cannot’ seem to determine whether their world of 
phantasy is real life or not and whether or not real life 
is but a dream—these and many others form another 
great company of the wounded along life’s way. What 
are you and I doing to dress their wounds and to pour 
on them the oil of human kindness and loving sym- 
pathy? They need young folks to lift their horizons, 
to lead them back again into the flower garden of life, 
to attune their ears again to the angelic choruses and 
the moving hymnody of the Christian gospel. 


III. The Delinquent. 


It is hard for us to imagine Judas as an attractive 
boy of nine looking up into his mother’s face and inno- 
cently asking questions about the Messiah. It is hard 
to see behind the bum on the street picking up old cig- 
arette butts the artless boy he once was or behind the 
hardened face and coarse voice of the ruined woman a 
girl of six singing to herself as she picks flowers in a 
field. The prisoner—was he always a thief or a demon 
with murder in his heart. 


IV. Those who live in the cavern of poverty. 


Do you know what it means to have no home decent 
enough for you to invite your friends, no clothing but 
made-over, poor-fitting clothes, little food that will really 
meet the needs of your growing body? If you haven't, 
you may altogether too quickly say, “These poor people 
don’t stay home and save their money as they should. 
That’s why they stay poor.” 


There are many others along life’s highway who 
need us. We dare not fail them. Let us like the Good 
Samaritan give of our best without measure or price that 
the wounded may know that we put our love into service. 


TORK 
THIS IS AMERICA! 


(Continued from Page 13) 


As I sat there in Yankee stadium watching that ball 
game, listening to the directions as to what to do in 
case of an air raid alarm, arising when the national 
anthem was played before the game began, arising and 
stretching between the halves of the seventh inning, I 
said joyfully to myself, “This is America!” 

—Hditorial, ‘Lutheran Standard” 
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Young People s Topics For October 


Theme: OUR SPIRITUAL HERITAGE 


October 3, 1943 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
THE FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 
Matthew 5:17-19 
William G. Sodt, LL.D. 
The Question 

I had barely settled myself in his chair, when the 
young barber eagerly began his conversation. He was 
an intelligent young fellow, alert and interested in life. 
He had settled a lot of questions in his own mind and 
boldly declared that the Church with its antiquated faith 
had outworn its usefulness and was on the way out. 

A short time later I met a young high school lad, 
who had become quite cynical. He had not throwu his 
faith overboard, but insisted that some radical changes 
in Christian thinking were necessary. The old concepts 
of morality, sin, redemption and unselfishness were out- 
moded for him and he insisted that there must be re- 
thinking all along the line. 

Then I came across a letter that a young soldier had 
written his parents from the South Pacific. His had 
been a real Christian home. He had gone to Sunday 
School and Church without urging by his parents. Now 
he was begging them to go to Church and find the 
beautiful old gospel truths that had come to mean so 
much to him in the hardships of jungle warfare. 

Now which one was right? Have the old truths lost 
their power? Much Christian Faith be rethought? Or 
is the faith of our fathers still a firm foundation for life? 
It is easy to say that the soldier had faced both life and 
death and ought to know. But that will not readily con- 
vince the other two. 


The Faith of Our Fathers 

Let us explore the faith of our fathers a bit, so 
that we may know what we are talking about. It deals 
largely with spiritual things and it is difficult to define 
it in a few sentences, but it can be described briefly 
and sufficiently for a clear understanding. It recog- 
nizes man’s utter dependence upon God and admits 
frankly that without God’s grace man is hopelessly lost. 

It is Bible based. It recognizes the Bible as God’s 
inspired word and the only standard for Christian liv- 
ing. While there may be many difficult passages in 
Scriptures, it contends that what is necessary for Chris- 
tian faith and life is sufficiently clear. 

It is Christ centered. Recognizing sin and its con- 
sequent separation from God, it places its only hope for 
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ, the crucified 
and risen Saviour. He is not merely a great teacher and 
an inspiring example, but He is the Saviour of the world. 

It trains for life in this world. While the faith of 
our fathers recognizes that we live not for this world, 
it emphasizes that we are in this world, though not of 
it. As temporary citizens we have definite duties to God 
and our fellow men. They are met and discharged cheer- 
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fully, not for any credit or merit, but as a mark of our 
gratitude for God’s goodness and mercy toward us. 

It points to eternity. The Faith of our fathers def- 
initely emphasizes “other worldliness.” Recognizing man 
as a child of God it attempts to make safe for him eter- 
nal life, peace and security in the world to come. 


There Have Been Changes 

Along with countless changes in every phase of hu- 
man activity have come changes in religious thinking. 
In fact, the world is changing so rapidly and radically 
that what remains unchanged is frequently considered 
hopelessly outmoded. Little wonder then that the faith 
of our fathers is no longer considered adequate. 

The Bible, while still the best seller among the books 
of the world, is no longer held in such high esteem. 
Many consider it as just another book and certainly not 
the inspired Word of God. They attempt to prove sys- 
tematically that the claims made for it are all foolish 
and have no place in our highly developed thinking. They 
admit that there is much that is good in the Bible, but 
that this good must be carefully sorted out of the fables 
and fiction which it contains. 3 

Modern thinking emphasizes the perfection of man 
and the power of his own abilities. It refuses to recog- 
nize sin as a serious human ailment and has no use for 
a Saviour from sin. Man must work out his own sal- 
vation which he can do quite easily by observing the 
golden rule. 

All emphasis is placed upon life in this world. All 
activity in life must be for the common good. Health, 
happiness and prosperity are the chief goals in life and 
the possibility of their achievement lies entirely within 
the power of man. 

The perfect life is to be established on this earth 
by implanting the ideals of human brotherhood. War, 
strife, bitterness, and all evil are to be removed by hu- 
man power and then we shall have heaven upon earth. 
Consequently there is little room for a hereafter and 
for eternal life in much of modern religious thinking. 

These briefly stated are the major changes that 
have taken place in the religious thought of many peo- 
ple of our day. It is for us to examine the changes 
carefully and to determine whether they can really and 
effectively replace the faith of our fathers and the securi- 
ty that it offers. 

Results 

Has Christian life grown stronger and life in the 
world better as a result of this changed thinking in 
many circles? Has human philosophy, substituted for 
Bible truth, had a wholesome effect upon living? The 
home is no longer the power that it used to be. The 
Christian family has disintegrated. There have been 
shocking increases in the divorce rate. Delinquency, 
especially juvenile delinquency, is increasing rapidly. Our 
jails, prisons and houses of correction are filled to over- 
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flowing. Greed has grown in human relationships and 
human strife is widespread. To what extent is changed 
religious thinking responsible for these conditions? 

That human sin has increased until it almost over- 
whelms mankind, can hardly be denied. The rights of 
private property are no longer respected as in days gone 
by. The law of God, for centuries the foundation of 
human relationships, is no longer taken seriously. Hu- 
man life is not as sacred as it used to be. The guiding 
spirit of horror for sin and love for the Saviour has been 
removed. How shall we explain the increasing suicide 
rate? Can it be due to a sense of utter hopelessness in 
sin? To what extent has changed religious thinking af- 
fected the morality of our day? 

Much emphasis has been placed upon life in this 
world. It is complicated and its problems are many. 
However, this apparent overemphasis has developed a 
materialistic outlook that threatens to crowd all else out 
of the picture. This condition has resulted in a greed for 
power, a lust for pleasure and a hunger for possessions 
that bring in their wake cut-throat competition, bitter 
greed and human conflict. A bloody war could be the 
only result. To what extent is changed religious think- 
ing responsible? 

The beautiful idealism of the world to come has fre- 
quently been lost. It may not fit into our practical 
thinking, but it does give a spark and an incentive to 
life that is valuable and worthwhile. Can we afford to 
lose it entirely? 

For none of these treasures of the faith of our fa- 
thers that were cast overboard has anything else of 
lasting and permanent value been substituted. New 
thinking has been offered, but thus far it has not stood 
the test. Does it not appear foolish to cast away tested 
and time-tried principles that have proved their value, 
and accept as substitutes, what can at best be called 
well-meant experiments? The faith of our fathers has 
stood the test of the ages and until something better has 
proved its worth, we must hold fast to the rich reli- 
gious heritage that God has given us. 


Effective Faith 

Mere holding fast to this faith of our fathers is not 
enough. It must become effective in our lives and in 
the world about us. That is the will and the command 
of God. Amid rapid changes in the world it is impor- 
tant that Christians observe several basic principles. 

Every Christian must consider it a personal respon- 
sibility to make the Kingdom of God work in his par- 
ticular spot. That requires a strong faith and effective 
Christian living. 

The voice of Christianity must continue to protest 
against sin and evil and to proclaim the grace of God. 

Only a world view of human life will meet the situa- 
_ tion. We can no longer withdraw from the world and 
disclaim responsibility for the well-being of our fellow 
man, wherever he may be. 

Everything that is holy must be retained in a chang- 
ing world. Nothing that is essential to Christian life dare 
be sacrificed. 

Above all, the Christian fellowship must be retained 
and developed. We are bound together by the common 
bond, the love of Christ. It must bind Christians ever 
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closer together in order that mutual encouragement, 
assistance, and inspiration may help us to hold fast the 
faith of our fathers and do the Lord’s work most ef- 
fectively. 
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October 10, 1943 
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
THE FAITH IN MANY LANDS (TODAY) 
Matthew 24:7-14 
What About Japan? 
As to the conditions in Japan it is very hard at 


present to determine, but we will let Dr. A. J. Stire- 
walt a returned missionary from Japan tell us. 
“Mission work in Japan has come to an end—for 


a time, at least. Among the missionaries who were still 
working in that country when this political crisis came, 
there are some who hope to return as missionaries, after 
peace is restored. Judging from present attitudes which 
have survived from the remote past, this is unthinkable 
to some of us. The enormous destruction of life and 
property with the accompanying suffering on the part 
of the people, together with the deep humiliation as a 
consequence of defeat, after a long war, will be such 
that the presence of nationals from the countries which 
defeated them will irritate, rather than help. Even if the 
Christians in Japan would not resent our presence, the 
attitude of non-Christians would be such that both the 
Christians there, and the missionaries themselves, will 
recognize’ that our absence would be preferable to our 
presence. The Japanese people are convinced that theirs 
is a righteous cause, and ours an unrighteous one. Thus 
they will not want to learn the teachings of Christ from 
us whose nation will be responsible for the great suffer- 
ing and humiliation they must endure before the con- 
flict ends. Therefore some of us are assured that Chris- 
tion mission work in Japan, on the part of missionaries 
from any of the Allied Nations, for a long time to come, 
has ended. é 

“But this is not as disappointing as it may sound. 
We make a clear distinction between the Mission which 
consists of the missionaries and their work, and the 
Church which has been established as a result of the 
work of the Mission. The Mission may cease while the 
young Church continues. Here is our hope. 

“The Lutheran Mission has ceased to function, and 
may cease to exist; but the church which it produced 
was a living body, and if today it is not a distinct or- 
ganization, it is because of certain political conditions 
under a fascist government which controls religions as 
well as warfare. Our work has not been in vain. As a 
leaven it has already affected people outside our own 
group, and it is entirely reasonable to expect this to con- 
tinue, in addition to the work of evangelizing non-Chris- 
tians. 

“Tt is gratifying, and not wrong, to think of the work 
done by our Lutheran Church in America in the evan- 
gelization of Japan, as a finished work. The object of 
all mission work is to begin the work and help with it 
until the young church is able to continue it without 
further assistance; or, as has been expressed: The object 
of missions is to work so as to make themselves unnec- 
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essary. Had this been accomplished by our church in 
Japan? Opinion may differ, but those who think that 
the Church had been sufficiently planted in that land 
for it to grow without further help from us, have many 
and strong reasons for their opinion. There is very, 
very much yet to be done before the nation will be 
evangelized, but it would not be unreasonable to think 
that our Lord’s plans involve those whom He has chosen 
in that land as the ones intended to do the remainder 
of the work. The present political situation would seem 
to indicate this. Only the future will reveal the answer.” 


Mexico in Transition 

We need to see the struggle of Mexico in the past 
to appreciate the situation that faces our neighbor to 
the south of us and recognize how great a part the re- 
ligious beliefs of the people play in the entire scheme of 
things. Here were Cortez and the Spanish taking the land. 
They portioned it out among the conquerors. Here was 
the church in the main allying itself not with the common 
people but the privileged. Diaz continued and increased 
this concentration of wealth and privilege in the hands 
of a few. Discontent grew. It found expression in the 
voice of Benoit Jaurez. Now these forces that make for 
human liberty are pressing with increasing strength 
everywhere in Mexico. Today there is an increasing 
power and a mighty force for some tremendous changes 
in the life of modern Mexico. 

Has Christianity a place in modern Mexico? What 
place has the Protestant Church? Mexico needs Christ 
and she needs Him with all that that means both for the 
individual and the changing of the social order. 

But in all kindness it must be said that the Catholic 
Church, which has had its opportunity in Mexico for 
over four hundred years has given to the Mexican people 
very little of the spirit and life of Christ. It has held 
up before them a dead and not a living Christ. It has 
opposed every ‘effort for social betterment. According 
to a Bishop of the Methodist Church: “There was never 
a movement forward that the priesthood did not oppose 
with the resources and skill of a powerful and con- 
servative organization.” 


What then is the situation we face? It seems likely 


that for some years to come organized religion of all 


kinds will face difficult times in Mexico. 

We as a Lutheran Church have done very little mis- 
sionary work in Mexico but there seems to be an oppor- 
tunity opening up in these days for the Church to estab- 
lish itself in Mexico and cooperate with the other Prot- 
estant Communions in bringing the message of a living 
Christ and aid Mexico to free herself from the powers 
that would keep her in subjection to a dead Christ. 


Great Faith in India 

In the report of the Foreign Mission Board for the 
year 1942 and issued by the Board recently we note 
some interesting problems that confront the mission- 
aries in India. 

“Apprehension” and “Anticipation” are words that 
might be used to describe the mental state of the Mis- 
sionaries during the early part of the year under review. 
More than any other place in the mission Rajahmundry 
became the scene of special military activity. The hos- 
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pital and bungalows along with many other buildings in 
Rajahmundry were sandbagged or reinforced with “baf- 
fle’ walls. During these months of apprehension and 
preparation for disaster plans for the Centennial pro- 
ceeded—and the anticipation of this great event gave all 
of us courage to work on as nearly an even keel as was 
possible under the circumstances. The Centenary cele- 
brations in Guntur were a success from start to finish 
and more than 10,000 Christians came to participate in 
the celebration. 

Problems to be faced in India: 

“The battle against old heathen customs, against 
impurity and against the demon of party spirit is still 
a bitter struggle and the devil is far too often the 
victor,” writes a veteran missionary. The virtue of “dis- 
interestedness” which is highly thought of in Telugu lit- 
erature must cease to be a virtue exclusively of royalty 
and be cultivated and nurtured with great care among 
people of responsibility in our Church. Such things as 
family and caste origins, personal friendships and ani- 
mosities and other irrelevant considerations weigh far 
too heavily with individuals and groups in our Church 
who have the responsibility of making decisions on the 
merits of a case put before them. 

The caste demon is not exorcized from our Church. 
In some parishes Christians from the Mala caste will 
not receive a pastor from the Madiga caste and vice 
versa. Although the two groups eat together on special 
occasions, social intercourse among fellow Christians of 
these two groups is anything but free and intermarriage 
is rare. Some Christians of one group are bitter because 
they feel that their group is discriminated against in the 
matter of election and appointment to important posi- 
tions, in assignment of scholarships and other advan- 
tages. Although our Christian pastors and workers of 
outcaste origin take part with enthusiasm in Evangel- 
istic Campaigns organized for the conversion of caste 
people it is perhaps the secret hope of some that success 
may not be so great as to bring these higher caste con- 
verts into the Church in such large numbers as to en- 
danger the position, privileges and prerogatives of the 
present members and leaders. 

These things make unhappy reading but we face 
them here and the Church at home should know of them 
too. We are not discouraged. There is chaff among 
the wheat. There are Christians who have lost their first 
love and there are nominal Christians who never have 
learned to love at all. We need to look facts in the face 
and accept the challenge to the Lord and His servants. 
We believe in Him and the Power of His Word. 


For further information regarding our missionary work in India, 
Africa, South America, British Guiana, write to the Board of 
Foreign Missions, 18 E. Mt. Vernon Place, Baltimore, Maryland, 
for a copy of the annual report of the Board for the year 1942. 
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October 17, 1943 
Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
PASSING ON THE FAITH 
John 1:35-42 
Mrs. Frederick Wendland, Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

Equipment 

Faith—believing, trusting faith in Jesus—is the door- 

way to Everlasting Life in heaven, the ultimate aim of 
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our earthly life. You must be convinced of this truth, 
and let the will of God guide you in all things, before 
you can hope to influenece or expect to lead others to 
faith in Jesus. How shall the average Lutheran layman 
acquire an adequate amount of faith, to pass some on 
to others? Pray again and again that the Holy Spirit 
may guide your thoughts as you read in your Bible, and 
show you the gems of Wisdom, the lights of Truth in 
the Bible, visible to those whom He enlightens, just as 
you look at the stars in the heavens and see them gleam, 
first dimly, then brighter. If you will note or memorize 
the many outstanding Scripture passages pertinent to 
salvation, you will have one unsurpassed tool with which 
to pass on the faith. 

In addition to a progressive study of the Bible 
throughout your life, you will need another item of equip- 
ment, a working and speaking knowledge of the activi- 
ties of your United Lutheran Church. This can best be 
gained by diligent attendance at Sunday or other Serv- 
ices, reading of the Church’s periodicals, and participa- 
tion in the affairs of your Church, whatever form or 
pattern they take. 

Begin with yourself. Live your faith, do attend 
services faithfully, read your Bible and the church papers, 
attend Bible class, conform with Christian ideals by 
keeping your thoughts and your speech clean and pure. 
Do not let your feet wander into questionable places. 
If you can not take Jesus along, don’t go yourself. If 
you live a consistent, outwardly-apparent Christian life, 
half the battle of winning souls is already won. 


In Action 

Be sure of what you're talking about, (this does not 
mean you have to understand the Bible, it is to be 
believed, not understood), and then be bold to speak out 
for Jesus. Don’t be bluffed or sneered into keeping 
quiet about the faith that is in you, by your family or 
relatives, your friends or schoolmates, girl friends or boy 
friends. This does not mean that you have to “argue 
religion.” The best answer on that point is “The Bible 
is to be believed, not to be argued!” Be ready to de- 
fend Scripture with Scripture. You do not have to de- 
fend opinions; everyone is entitled to his own, and if 
your prospect is not open to conviction and just wants 
to argue, let him alone. There are many people who 
are open to conviction; you just haven’t found the right 
person. 

Passing on the faith must be a continuous process. 
A real Christian cannot refrain from telling here or 
writing there of the wonderful Message of the Cross. 
You will be anxious to “go and teach, or preach or 
write.” Locally you can use the talents you have, and 
to promote the teaching and preaching in foreign lands 
there is always the possibility of “sending” those who 
are ready and willing “to go.” 

“Fight the good fight of faith.” A fight indicates 
participants, weapons, and a winner. This means you, 
the Word and Sacraments of God, and saved souls. 
Whom have you won for Christ today, this year, in 
your lifetime? Are you saying, like Moses (Exodus 
4:10) “O, my Lord, I am not eloquent . . I am slow 
of speech and of a slow tongue?” And God answered 
him (Exodus 4:11, 12) “Who hath made man’s mouth? 
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. Now, therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say!” That is sufficient 
assurance of help from God for most instances that will 
come into a lifetime of attempts at evangelizing. If, 
however, confession of our faith should lead us into Halls 
of Persecution (and here is where the actual “fight” of 
faith begins), God has a comforting message for us in 
Luke 21:14, 15: “Settle it, therefore, in your hearts not 
to meditate before what ye shall answer: For I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries shall 
not be able to gainsay nor resist.” Dr. Martin Luther 
is an outstanding proof of this promise fulfilled. 


Give to Live 

Faith that is not disbursed as it is acquired, stag- 
nates and finally dies completely. Pass on your faith 
that others might live eternally and you, too, will live. 
I can think of many people who were baptized, instructed 
and confirmed in the Lutheran Church, who are now 
apparently spiritually dead. The fact that they figured 
they were “through” with the Church after confirmation 
(imagine being through with the church at the age of 13 
or 14) has not only caused their faith to die, but they 
“who have been instructed are the more guilty and will 
receive the greater punishment” for preventing the sal- 
vation of other souls. One blessing of this war is that 
many boys who came from supposedly Christian homes, 
from hometowns with a dozen or a hundred churches, 
were taken to “heathen (?)” islands, where they have 
found God in their little khaki New Testament and 
Service Prayer Books. These boys will be home again 
one day with their new found faith. Will they find God- 
fearing folks in Sheboygan, Milwaukee, Chicago, New 
York? Or will they find parents, home-folks, who had 
the colossal nerve to pray for the return of their boys 
and girls, and for peace on earth, with their lips, while 
their feet climbed the tavern stairs and passed the church 
doors? j 

As mentioned previously these boys and girls are 
fighting for “religious liberty,’ one of the four free- 
doms. Let’s show them and God that we appreciate the 
great privilege of freedom and worship. 

Q. When the Son of man cometh shall He find 
faith on the earth? 

A. Yes, if you pass it on. 

—Luther League Reader 
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October 24, 1943 
Highteenth Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT TO DO WHEN TROUBLE COMES 
Psalm 50:14, 15 
Rey. Paul Obenauf, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Areas of Trouble—Recognize Them 

Several months ago one of those tragic scenes that 
pulls at the heart strings occurred at the first of seven 
huge iron gates which lock some half a thousand pris- 
oners in a county jail. A mother and her little 7-year- 
old man (for with the father on the inside, this sturdy 
little chap dressed in long pants had to be the man of the 
household) were attempting to see “Daddy.” Prison 
rules absolutely forbade any possibility of the child en- 
tering the institution. As the gate-keeper guard kindly 
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but firmly said, “I’m sorry lady, but there is no way that 
Sonny can see his father,” the little fellow’s face looked 
inquiringly up to the mother. When she shook her 
head, he lost all hope, and his whole childish world 
tumbled about him. With tears he blurted out, “But I 
came to see my Daddy. I want to see Daddy.” Gently 
the mother took his arm and guided him down the steps 
to the outside door, speaking words of comfort and 
calm to a little troubled heart. We turned to the guard, 
one who can be as tough as his job may demand on 
occasions, to see a tear trickle in sympathy for the trou- 
bles of a child who in no way was responsible for his 
own agony. 

Troubles start early—many parents can recount 
nights of wakefulness watching over mere infants whose 
howls announce a deep seated trouble of colic. Until 
our eyes close in death we experience a myriad of trou- 
bles from A to Z. Trouble is with us as much as 
human nature is with us. 

There are troubles of body, mind, soul. Troubles 
such as sorrow, pain, sin, loneliness others thrust upon 
us. Some imaginary, some real. Other troubles we 
bring upon ourselves. Troubles on the street, in the 
office, back of home life, at the church, up at school, in 
the factory—no place nor area is exempt. Life is essen- 
tially difficult. 


Analyzing Trouble as to Cause 

A general term of “sin” might answer the why’s of 
trouble. The sociologist would call out “maladjustment.” 
To decide on proper action when trouble comes we must 
see the picture as to “why” most clearly in our own 
minds. Greatest factor to ascertain is to ask, “Is cause 
subjective? Or do I have no control of an outside 
force?” Whether we control cause or control self under 
trial is essential in meeting trouble. 

Some troubles are imaginary—the product of worry. 
Worry can’t decrease trouble, but does magnify. Worry 
is essentially a mental profligacy. Often it is caused 
by a weakened physical body. Old age often increases 
worry and troubles, because of less physical power and 
possibly poor mental discipline. Slip-shod mental habits 
such as procrastination may bring resultant troubles. 
Mental complexes only lead to trouble. 

And some find trouble because they look at environ- 
ments and acquaintances through dark glasses. Witness 
the dear souls who with almost malicious gossip habit, 
enjoy poor health. 


Antidotes—When Trouble Comes 

Clear thinking of cause and effect becomes primary 
in meeting trouble. If of our own doing, stand on your 
own two feet, face causal factors. Then with high re- 
solve, and with prayer for God’s strength, redirect life 
on a Christian basis. 

If trouble comes that is beyond personal control, 
then let us seek for a diverting activity as an antidote. 
One individual of experience has discovered that a long 
physical-tiring hike in God’s out-of-doors and then com- 
plete relaxation in sleep is the road toward forgetting, 
until the mind can function without panic. Hard physi- 
cal work is an answer to others. To become lost in 
books, even to reading avidly the detective mystery story, 
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is the way out, to certain individuals. Seeking conso- 
lation and encouragement from friends or one’s pastor 
can help. 


Above all, when trouble seems more than one can 
bear, let’s turn to the greatest Book of inspiration ever 
given to man. And through our Bible reading we can- 
not help but continually find how God has given upward 
looking mankind a new faith, a new strength to bear 
a cross. Jesus’ very cry on Golgotha was “Why . . 
why .. .?”, and yet the Father gave the eventual 
strength of victory to the Son. 


Application of Cures for Trouble 
The applying of an, antidote to your irouble may 
mean a certain act of perseverance. It may consist of a 
stubborn setting of the mind toward an optimism. 


The Optimist 
I love the play 
Of every day, 
And all the life force that we see; 
To build anew, 
To carry through, 
And just to live is joy to me. 


Though gtief and ill 

My hours may fil, 

I shall not say all life is vain; 

In spite of woe, 

And blow on blow, 

I shall not think there’s naught but pain. 


A touch of spring, 

A bird on wing, 

And now and then a warming smile; 

A friend or two 

With trust in you, 

These, free to all, make life worth while. 


—Joseph B. Strauss (“By-Products 
of Idle Hours’’) 


All obstacles challenge our exercise of the best 
energy. If we would conquer trouble, we must take our 
best and under Divine Guidance, battle the devil’s world. 


A Philosophy 


This, then, is the main idea I hold— 
Existence, where it can, holds each at bay; 

It may be heat or hunger, pain or cold, 

But there is always something in the way 
That each must batter down to reach the goal 
Which does not lead to any flare or flame, 
But say—a certain hardiness of soul 

That does not fear the rigor of the game. 


I, too, would like to dream of pleasant ease, 

Of soft and gentle living, free of ills, 

And yet I know, beyond the summer trees, 

The storms of winter hurry through the hills. 

I know how hard the hand of fate can fall 

On those too safely sheltered from all pain, 

Too long unscarred to stand and take it all 

And then drive through to find some greater gain. 


I know the storm may break in sullen mood 

Where there may be no shelter in the vale, 

Except the strong, wide roof of fortitude 

That turns aside the lightning and the gale; 

And if my share of trouble is too light, 

While I, too long, walk over rockless ground, 

I know some day that I must face the fight 

Too poorly trained to last beyond a round. 
—Grantland Rice, ‘“‘The Spotlight’ 
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Action Will Bring Results 

The laddie who has always had an older brother to 
protect him in the school yard fracas, is most unfortunate 
in that he has never had to exercise action. We may 
know well the lessons of trouble, but until we are in- 
volved, our best action goes unchallenged. Chicago ex- 
perienced its great fire, San Francisco both fire and 
earthquake, only to come forth to rebuild even greater 
and more permanent. 

No mere Polly-Anna attitude is enough. The spir- 
itual pygmy cannot become the giant with self thought, 
nor with “Tomorrow, I’ll take my burden of trouble 
to the Lord.” 

Warningly however, we must be careful not to bend 
over backward. To claim that trouble is only a mistake 
of the mind, reminds us too much of the followers of 
Mary Baker Eddy. Luther in his distressing problems 
of the Reformation age did not indulge in wishful think- 
ing, but claimed that his tasks were so great and trouble- 
some for a certain day that he must needs start it with 
five hours of prayer. This is action supreme. 


Altruism—Forgetting Self and Troubles 

Altruism is a word that follows our “A” schedule, 
it suffices to tell of a way out of troubles. A certain 
good Christian and church-going woman lost in death 
a most promising son. Her grief was almost more than 
she could bear. She sought counsel of an Inner Mis- 
sion pastor. His suggested medicine was a mixture of 
prayer and labor of love, in visiting almshouses and 
hospitals. Today there lives a shining example of one 
of God’s humble servants who lost her own trouble by 
helping others who are in distress. ‘Bear ye one an- 
Others Durdensa tt 


Act of God—The Final Appeal 

Our topic does not necessarily include a study of 
the “Why” of trouble. Yet it is sure to come up in 
discussion. Does God send trouble? Is God the author 
of anything hurtful? Directly, the answer must be nega- 
tive. Indirectly, yes, God does allow his children to be 
tested, tried, hurt even to suffering. Yet, through all 
our trials, we only come closer to Him. Almost miracu- 
lously, He takes the devil’s handiwork and uses it to 
bring men to bring glory to His Name. 

A backslidden Christian, whose wife did the church- 
going and labors of love for the family, fell into temp- 
tation. We met him in jail, with the tragic story of 
another woman, liquor, and then stealing a check and 
forging a name—all to satisfy the lusts of flesh and 
devil. Trouble weighed heavily. But he was not spine- 
less. He acknowledged his guilt to God and chaplain. 
His pastor came to visit behind the bars; to counsel 
with him. The Church in Jesus’ Name remembered him 
in prison. And there his devilish troubles brought him 
to God. Christ came into that life to make it all that 
God meant him to be in the first place. Troubles an 
act of God? 


Adoration—Praise God From Whom All 
Blessings Flow 
A part of each true Christian’s life consists in praise 
and adoration of the Triune God. Our Scripture lesson 
starts with thanksgiving, ends with glorifying God. In 
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between are clamped all the troubles of life with the 
only real abiding answer,—‘“Call upon Me, and I will 
deliver thee.” 

The first four words of the Bible linked with Heb. 
13:8, proved to our forefathers, stabilizes us, and long 
after World War II is history, will be the final answer 
to a troubled world. 
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October 31, 1943 
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
(Festival of the Reformation) 
COMPLETING THE REFORMATION 
Galatians 3:22 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Protestant Reformation under Martin Luther 
was the rediscovery of the truth and therefore no move- 
ment in history has had so mighty and so far reaching 
an influence for liberty. President W. S. Aurrell of 
South Carolina writes: “The great religious movement 
culminating in 1517 and dominated by the imperial figure 
of Martin Luther changed the whole attitude of Europe 
toward all issues of vital import.’ America in particular 
has reaped the fullest benefits of this great movement. 
As the unfavorable conditions of the land that gave 
birth to the Reformation present themselves to us, we 
see a tragic and unpleasant condition existing. The peo- 
ples of the land of Luther have been deprived of the 
liberty that they deserve as God’s children. As Hitler’s 
new “Bible” is distributed we wonder how any man 
could think of himself as capable of writing a book to 
compare with our master’s message. Are the Germans 
to blame for these sad circumstances or is it the Church? 
To overcome the circumstances that surround the peo- 
ples of Germany today we as liberty loving peoples and 
those who live in a land where the principles of the 
Reformation have penetrated the whole social order must 
complete the Reformation by returning unto the peoples 
of Germany freedom and liberty and the overthrow of 
elements that endeavor to supplant the Word of God 
with a man-made word. 


Civil and Religious Liberty 

When Luther declared for personal liberty and for 
the separation of Church and State he established a 
principle by which America has profited more than any 
other nation in the world. This principle has made 
democracy possible. No wonder that where the system 
of separation of church and state has existed there exists 
true liberty, the rights of the people and the welfare of 
the multitudes. 

Again the freedom of conscience is one of the chief 
foundation stones of the Republic. What mighty changes 
it has wrought and will continue to change in the life of 
the common people in all the world as it is further en- 
lightened relative to the freedom of conscience. The 
attitude the men and nations assume toward this great 
principle determines their influence and their destiny. 


Restoring the Word 
Luther satisfied his own mind about the power of 
Jesus to save through faith. Thus he satisfied his own 
convictions. He went further than that. He satisfied 
his own soul-desire by believing it. 
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Following this he gave the world an opportunity 
to enjoy the same freedom from work righteousness by 
translating portions of the Bible in a language the people 
could understand. 

Luther also used the teaching desk to instruct his 
students in the declared Word of God. To complete this 
in our day is there a great need? Not in the number 
of Bibles distributed, but surely in respect to having the 
Bible read and heeded. 

The Word needs to be read more in our churches, in 
government, in business, in education, in social life and 
elsewhere. The thing we need most to complete the 
reformation today is “Trust in God’. We have trusted too 
long in money, machines and man-made philosophies. 

Worldly riches and successes tend to crowd out God. 
The Bible needs to be restored from the false and per- 
sonal interpretations of fanatics, gain seeking revivalists, 
and from every Tom, Dick, and Harry who live by the 
Bible and not for it. 

What is needed in our day is a clear reaffirmation 
of these principles and an earnest application of them 
to our present conditions, so that with a new and vivid 
faith in the power of God in Christ to save the in- 


dividuals and society, we may believe in and work for the 
coming of the kingdom of God in Christ among men 
and nations. 

We need to complete the Reformation by estab- 
lishing a rule of peace and love and justice, a true eman- 
cipation of the individual so that we may rejoice in the 
glorious liberty of the children of God which shall mean 
a more abundant life for all the people. 


Through Education 

The Reformation of the Church was accomplished 
by a reformation in the schools. In order to combat the 
rampant ignorance, Luther wrote his Small Catechism, 
in order that the youth of the land might be instructed 
in the rudiments of Christian faith. Luther is the father 
of popular education, the first advocate of the free 
public school. Not only did he insist on preparing men 
for the needs of the church, but he also advocated a 
thorough training for men to serve in the public offices 
of the commonwealth. 

He favored a liberal education even for girls, and 
in his ‘Sermon that children be sent and kept in school,” 
he advocated compulsory school attendance. The need 


for education is even greater now than in Luther’s day. 
(Continued on Page 32) 
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NEWS! 


Ministerium 

The fourth annual convention of the Luther League of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States was held July 
21-23, 1943 on the grounds of the Lutheran Theological Seminary. 

The convention was officially opened by Rev. Phares Reitz, the 
chaplain of the convention, who also lead the devotions of Quiet 
Moments and delivered short meditations on “We Believe In”. 

The theme of the convention was ‘Youth Arise”, which was 
followed through by sub-titles of ‘Follow Your Leader” which 
was presented by Rev. H. C. Fry of Shiremanstown, at St. Michael’s 
Church in Germantown at the first evening session; “Live By 
Faith”, which was given by Rev. Corson C. Snyder of Bethlehem, 
at the Lutheran Orphanage in Germantown; and “Forward In 
Service’ was presented by Rev. Martin O. Dietrich of Philadelphia, 
at the last session of the convention at St. Michael’s Church. 

The convention featured special discussion groups on: “Why 
Am I a Lutheran?”, “Why Tell Others ”, “What Shall I Give?”, 
and ‘‘Teen-age Tangles”. One of the highlights of the convention was 
a forum led by Rev. C. P. Cressman on “Courtship and Marriage’. 


Of special interest to the Intermediates—and incidentally to all 
Leaguers present—was the Luncheon held at the Lutheran Or- 
phanage. This was followed by an Intermediate Rally at which time 


Rev. F. E. Radcliffe brought them the message entitled “(Commandos 
for Christ”. Later on towards evening, a box supper was served and 
the evening session was held on the grounds. 

For the benefit of the Leaguers who were visiting Philadelphia 
for the first time, a tour was taken to the Mary J. Drexel Mother- 
house and Lankenau Hospital. 

The convention was closed by an impressive Candelight Service 
and the following elected officers installed: President, Eugene Geiger, 
Center Square; First Vice-President, Earl Schmehl, Reading; Second 
Vice-President, Clara Schleicher, Catasauqua; Secretary, Margaret 
Grosskurth, Philadelphia; Assistant Secretary, Betty Miller, Haddon 
Heights, New Jersey; Treasurer, Mary Cromis, Danville. 


FLORIDA 

The 17th annual Convention of the Luther League of the Florida 
Synod was held in Tampa, July 14, 15, with the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church as the host church, under the leadership of Rev. Robert E. 
Van Deusen, pastor, and Sister Adele Dasenbrook. 

The theme of the convention, ‘Victory With Christ’, was 
carried out in the addresses of Chaplain Henry W. Opperman, and 
Chaplain August W. Gruhn, of the Army Air Corps. 

The Luther Leagues of Florida are widely scattered over the 
State; seven of them were represented at the convention. 
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Miss Mildrd Gartelmann spoke in behalf of the Luther League 
of America, and brought greetings from the Georgia-Alabama Luther 
League. The group is indebted to her for much advice and many 
suggestions from her wide knowledge of the work of the Luther 
League. 

Sister Adele Dasenbrook, of Tampa, was untiring in her efforts to 
carry the Luther League convention program out effectively, and 
conducted a forum on ‘“‘A Christian Peace’. Sister Adele is the first 
Deaconess in the Florida Synod, the first seen by many of the 
Luther Leaguers, and she brought to them in a very fine manner the 
importance of the Diaconate. 
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Reports from the Luther Leagues show many of them to be 
most active, and many are doing a fine work in keeping the Service- 
men stationed nearby in contact with the Church. The State Luther 
League has met all its financial obligations in full, being the second 
state to pay their dues in full to The Luther League of America. 
The missionary objective quota was also paid in full and Gift Mem- 
berships in the Luther League of America Sustaining Membership 
Fund were given to Miss Dorothy Neve, president-elect, and Reuben 
Erickson, retiring president. 

The following state officers were installed at the impressive 
candlelight installation service: President, Dorothy Neve, Tampa; 
Vice-President, Doris Robson, St. Petersburg; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Carol Deters, Jacksonville; Corresponding Secretary, Miss 
Beatrice Gruel, Lakeland; Treasurer, Myrtle Kaszner, Jacksonville; 
Educational Secretary, Miss Viola Ford, St. Petersburg; Mission- 
ary Secretary, Audrey DuMez, Tampa; Life Service Secretary, 
Audrey Mumm, West Palm Beach; Sustaining Membership Chair- 
man, Mr. Francis Hutts, Jr., Jacksonville; Intermediate Secretary, 
Reuben Erickson, Upper Darby, Penna. 

The local Luther League was most hospitable 
recreation following the services and business sessions. 

The absence of Dr. James C. Kinard, President of Newberry 
College, was very much felt, as this was the first Luther League 
Convention he has missed in many years. 


in providing 


—BEATRICE GRUEL 


PITTSBURGH 


The weekend of July 24th and 25th found many Leaguers 
wending their way to the fourth annual convention of The Luther 
League of the Pittsburgh Synod at Trinity Church, Stockton Ave., 


Pittsburgh, Rev. L. A. Sittler, Pastor, convention theme, ‘‘Keep- 
ing Christ on the Home Front”. 
“School Day” sessions were conducted on: Education, Jean 


Comstock, leader; Missions, Mildred Gergenske; Life Service, Rev. 
Paul F. Obenauf; Administration, Roy Henrickson; Intermediate, 
Ruth Martsolf. The leaders were well prepared and interesting dis- 
cussions took place in each group. 

“Uncle Pat” (Wm. H. Patrick, Jr., Treasurer of the Luther 
League of America) (does he have as many nephews and nieces as 
“Uncle Charlie’? Fuhr?) spoke at the fellowship dinner on ‘‘Soldiers 
in Christ’s Army” and also entertained with several songs. At an- 
other session he discussed ‘‘What the Luther League Teaches The 
Youth of Today”, in which he mentioned particularly the need for 
extension work, the most satisfactory method being by personal 
contact. 

Rev. Wm. H. Hetrick, D.D., Connellsville, presented the mes- 
sage at the Saturday evening service on ‘‘Keeping Christ on the 
Home Front” (Job 28:7). Quoting, “Unless the Church is served 
by the vigilance and consecration of the young people, we shall 
afterwhile be at the mercy of the rising tides of evil.’’ 

The convention chaplain was Rev. Jacob O. Kroen, Baden, who 
used for his theme for the Quiet Moments, “Keep Your Eyes on 
Jesus” (Psalm 34:5). 

The Leaguers were happy to accept the invitation of the con- 
vent.on church and its pastor to receive the sacrament of the Lord’s 


Supper at the altar of “Old Trinity”. This service at 8 o’clock 
Sunday morning was in charge of Rev. A. W. Stremel, D.D., Chap- 
lain at Western Penitentiary, Pittsburgh, and Rev. L. A. Sittler, 
assisted by Rev. Obenauf. In his meditation Pastor Stremel spoke 
on “We Would See Jesus” (John 20:20) and stressed the fact that 
if Christ is to be kept on the home front, He must become real 
to His followers. : 

At the closing vespers Sunday afternoon Rev. Wm. H. Keil, 
Pittsburgh, talked on “Follow Jesus In Courage”. After citing 
several examples of the courage of Christ (at the marriage feast at 
Cana, the tribute money, His denunciation of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees) and several instances of the lack of same in some of His 
disciples, he summed up his remarks by saying that it takes no 
courage to follow the crowd or to stand apart from it, but it takes 
real courage to be in the crowd, but not of it. At this session the 
newly-elected officers were installed: President, Roy Henrickson, 
Pittsburgh; Secretary, Edna May Herman, Pittsburgh; Assistant 
Secretary, Pearl Elster, McKeesport; Treasurer, Ruth Warren, 
Jeannette; Statistician, Wm. Pfister, Erie; Executive Secretary, 
Adelene May, Erie. 

Our quota for Luthergiri was $630—received $705. $309.09 was 
given for our home mission project, Bethesda Home, Meadville, Pa., 
goal $200. Lutheran World Action is to be our home mission ob- 
jective for the coming year. 

Special honor was paid to the Leaguers in our country’s serv- 
ice. The American and Christian flags were presented at the altar, 
the national banner being borne by Pfc. H. Bruce McIntosh, Youngs- 
town, Ohio, home on furlough from Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. After the 
singing of an appropriate hymn, the congregation gave the pledges 
to the two flags, which was followed by prayer, led by Rev. John 
Kindsvatter. A sustaining membership was also taken out in behalf 
of these Leaguers. 

Crosses on the Life Service Flag were consecrated for Rev. 
Robert H. Thurau, Franklin; Rev. Martin Luther Alexander Schill- 
ing, New Stanton; Rev. Paul M. Ruff, Harold-Seanor Parish; Rev. 
Wallace E. Fisher, Greensburg; Rev. David C. Burnite and Rev. 
George C. Vetter, Sharpsburg, and Rev. Paul A. Hoch, Tarentum. 

“Buy a War Bond to win the war; start an Intermediate 
League to win the peace” is the slogan of the Intermediate Depart- 
ment under the capable leadership of Ruth Martsolf. She stressed 
again the need for more Intermediate Leagues, how these ’teen-age 
boys and girls like to be given worthwhile things to do and under 
proper supervision can be well trained for the present and future 
of our Church. 

After many years of faithful service in the League in various 
offices, Hazel Nannah has retired as Executive Secretary of our 
Synodical League. Hazel has many pleasant memories of friends 
made and interesting happenings during her traveling about the 
ccuntry to conventions and other meetings, so we hope we shall con- 
tinue to see her at League gatherings from time to time. 

We are planning on seeing the National League in convention 
in 1945 at Pittsburgh, D. V., and we trust our goal will be realized. 

“Keep Christ on the home front, for a peace without Christ 
will not last.” 


—RUTH E. BEYER 


Fourth Annual Convention of The Luther League of the Pittsburgh Syned, held July 24 and 25, 193 
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CANADA 
Recognition Service 


The Recognition Service, suggested by the Luther League of 
America, was observed by Kitchener District and nearby Leaguers on 
Sunday evening, July 11th, in St. Peter’s Church, Kitchener. Rev. 
Henry Nuhn was in charge of the service and guest preacher was 
Rey. John Schmieder, D.D. Rev. Schmieder based his sermon on 
Romans 8, beginning at the 15th verse. He said, “How can we 
recognize our friends in uniform or know who they are, unless we 
first recognize or know ourselves?” 


‘ The following Leaguers took part: Marguerite Spencer, read- 
ing a typical letter from a boy in service; Gloria Rivers, saying a 
prayer ; Jack Mahn, speaking on behalf of a Leaguer on active 
service; and Earl Haase, speaking for those who still remain at home. 


Rev. S. Wittig was in charge of the fellowship hour which was 
held in the Parish Hall. Hymn singing played a major part. Gar- 
field Raymond spoke briefly, as well as Paul Ludolph, who gave a 
short talk on Sustaining Membership. Jack Wettlaufer reported on 
the New York State Golden Anniversary Convention held in 
Rochester. Dorothy Zarnke, Irene Spiegelberg, Ethel Schmidt, 
Loraine Hachborn and Wil’red Wahl rendered musical numbers and 
refreshments were served.—K. M. 


Showers 


Through the courtesy of Walter Hachborn at whose home the 
event took place, we have the following “informal notes” on a 
shower for Helen VanDeventer. Says Walter: “‘The bride seemed 
very happy as did the groom to be. The wish was expressed by the 
group to view the very beautiful lawns and gardens at the W. W. 
Snider estate in St. Jacob’s, so permission was sought by yours 
truly to escort the group which was granted and which proved to 
be a great success, as the bride and groom-to-betook patterns to 
build a perfect nook as did Gar and Carl B.” she couple was 
showered with many useful gifts and Carl Bennewitz expressed the 
good wishes of the group for God’s blessing on their marriage. 


On Thursday, June 24th, the members of the Stratford and 


Kitchener District executives met at the home of Rev. and Mrs. © 


Mosig, New Hamburg, and enjoyed a social evening in honor of 
Rev. and Mrs. Arnold Conrad (nee Ilse Mosig). It was a complete 
surprise—in fact, the bride and groom were seated on lawn chairs 
planning to go for a walk. Needless to say, Carl Bennewitz and 
Gustave Martin left no dull moments.—K. M. 


They Say... . 

Says John Reble: “I fear that we of the Luther League of St. 
Paul’s, Hamilton, have neglected to send in our news. However, 
we shall turn over a new leaf, and this is what we have to write: 
We decided that, during the summer months, we would hold several 
out-door gatherings. The first was on Sunday afternoon, July 11, 
when the Leaguers went on a hike. I do not know whether we 
should call it a hike or not since we rode more than we walked, 
having taken the bus to Dundas and from there walking to Webster’s 
Falls. Everyone had a wonderful time. Plans are in the making for 
a joint get-together with Trinity League in the latter part ot 
August. 


From St. Peter’s, Kitchener, Kaye Miller writes: ‘Two of our 
Leaguers recently presented the topic, ‘Helping Those Who Are 
Handicapped’. and ‘One Who Overcame Handicaps—Helen Keller.’ 
Continuing with our monthly Bible quizzes, our members are reading 
the Gospel of Mark during the month of July. Each month three 
Leaguers prepare the quiz on the particular book of the Bible and 
then send a copy of the quiz accompanied by a letter to each boy 
from the League on active service.” 


Despite the fact that “too many people are taking too many 
holidays” Delton Glebe is able to report the following activities 
from the Hanover District: 


Chesley—On June 21st the Senior League met at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Foster. Cecil Wendorf presented the topic on 
“A Christian’. Reta Klages spoke on “The Life of a Protestant 
Deaconess” on June 28th. The Leaguers have planned to have their 
next meeting, a Wiener Roast. 


Listowel—Wallace Leaguers found recreation in a softball game 
before the opening of their regular meeting. The League has been 
divided into two sides—a contest in which each side receives one 
point for each member present, with two points for each new mem- 
ber. Plans were made for a representative to attend the League 
service at St. Peter’s, Kitchener, on July 11th. 


Sullivan—Chapter VI of “What a Church Member Should Know” 
— The Holy Scripture’, was discussed under the leadership of 
Pastor Datars at a well-attended meeting on July 4th. 


OCTOBER, 1943 


Jane Sievers, President, Nebraska Luther League 


NEBRASKA 


Jane Sievers, Leaguer from Our Redeemer Church, Omaha, was 
re-elected President of the Luther League of Nebraska as it met 
August 8-13, at Camp Sheldon, near Columbus in the thirty-third 
annual convention. 


More than one hundred Lutheran young people of Nebraska 
attended the convention, ninth in succession to be held at Camp 
Sheldon. The week was spent in Christian fellowship, worship, and 
meditation upon the camp theme, “The Kingdom of God—From Him, 
Through Me, To Others.” 


Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Columbus, O., represented the Luther 
League of America at the convention of the Nebraska League. He 
addressed the group on several occasions, speaking one evening on 
“S2S” (Saved to Serve), and another time interpreting to the 
Leaguers the three-fold objectives of League work—Education, Mis- 
sions, and Life Service—and explaining sustaining membership. 


Special speakers during the week included Miss Hilda Kaercher, 
industrial missions worker at Bellevue, recently returned from India, 
who brought to the group reports of her experiences both as a 
foreign and in industrial missionary. 


President J. C. Hershey of the Synod of Nebraska; Dean 
Thomas D. Rinde, of Western Theological Seminary; and Dr. A. O. 
Frank, Rev. William A. Hover and Rev. William F. Most, pastors 
of Nebraska churches, brought inspiration at the campfire sessions. 
Field Secretary Alvin E. Tiemann of Midland College, showed the 
college geological film, “Los Quatros Rincones.” 


The morning watch period, under the direction of Rev. Paul 
Wiegman, Tekamah, was conducted as individual worship with the 
campers each seeking a separate spot for his meditation. 


Rev. Wallace Livers, Ponca, was director of the camp, Rev. 
G. Gieschen, Omaha, camp dean. Instructors in the Bible course, in 
which special consideration was devoted to the Sermon on the Mount, 
were Rev. Gieschen, Henry Dumler, F. W. Henkel, and Theodore 
Schuldt, pastors of Nebraska churches. 


Officers chosen, other than President Sievers, were: First Vice- 
President, Ernest Bihler, Jr., Kountze Memorial Church, Omaha; 
Second Vice-President, Shirley Gilstad, First English Church, 
Omaha; Third Vice-President, Elinore Trofholz, Columbus; Record- 
ing Secretary, Nancy Frank, Fremont; Corresponding Secretary, 
Wilbur Volker, Auburn; Treasurer, Mary Dietrich, Friedens Church, 
Lincoln; and Camp Representative, Beth Snyder, Davenport. 


Chairmen of standing committees, appointed by the President, 
are: Education, Miss Gilstad; Missions, Miss Trofholz; Sustain- 
ing Membership, Ernest Bihler, Jr.; Life Service, Rev. F. W. 
Henkel; Extension, Rev. Paul Wiegman; Publicity, Miss Snyder. 


—BETH SNYDER 
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Financia Reports 


INDIA PROJECT 


September 8, 1943 
Young People 


Quota Senior Inter. 
15—Northern California $48.00 Rayos) 
1—Southern California 129.00 139.60 $5.00 
Columbia District ........ 48.00 1.7 .90 
13—Connecticut ......... 137.00 137.51 
P7—Florida: ji. senreteisteretersre 76.00 92.36 
16—Georgia-Alabama ..... 165.00 223.19 
GT INGISHEy aivatncicrersercusre 417.00 501.32 
Di—<Indiana varccic series. 201.00 224.75 
2 STOW allele cuersvarerd stereo via 265.00 265.00 
NO——Keansas, (Secor cisrsiene oe 201.00 201.00 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee 69.00 69.00 
S=— Maryland 9 \cieteie:-1els estore 505.00 685.24 73.37 
10—Michigan ............ 131.00 139.26 
Miicl wiestin setstarerc eretereeieeuenevers 140.00 114.40 
IMiImIMES OLA Sicrace ciel a) Slaretslerert 6 218.00 168.20 
7—Mississippi ..........- 23.00 23.00 
14—Montana ............ 12.50 12.50 
IN Gbcask ame tetatarcreleteystersiscete 158.00 137.50 
2—New Jersey .......... 198.00 283.74 34.20 
ING Wee ViOL EC Meayacieielereisletetorsier 1,006.00 933.99 
9—North Carolina ....... 1,239.00 1,390.77 
B—Ololbcte te cro oeuevene orenete 549.00 576.75 
Pacific Northwest ........ 68.00 33.57 
Pennsylvania : 
22—Central Penna. 1,237.00 1,267.02 22.20 
21—Ministerium ....... 2,185.00 2,072.04 160.24 
18—Pittsburgh ........ 630.00 699.50 6.00 
12—Rocky Mountain ..... 56.00 57.03 
24—South Carolina ...... 655.00 677.08 
20—— Dexa etre ee corer tose 120.00 110.59 10.00 
Vii oitiiaee | cyeetycre ese areranecedlele 646.00 27.26 4.50 
4—West Virginia ........ 92.00 116.34 
Z3=—W ISCONSIN fois elie slele 6 110.00 110.00 
Inter. Rally—Canada ..... 19.42 
(CemeEGky Sinotooeoopmaol coma 347.18 
Michail Meaaronauon oocoDd 42.00 
Penna.) Alumni stein. ore 5.59 
St. yone s, pipton, Sask. . 6.50 
Frederick St. Thomas, Vewls 5.00 
L. L. of Puerto Rico .... 40.00 
$11,988.84 $335.83 
KOK kK 
DUES 1943 
September 7, 1943 
State Billed Paid 
6—Northern California ... $26.25 $26.25 
14—Southern California 71.00 71.00 
9—Columbia District 12.50 12.50 
Conmecticuti ay... 6.0 44.50 LAE 
2—Florida. sic ves 40.25 40.25 
10—Georgia-Alabama 78.75 78.75 
Millirioiseraint res erseis ote 312.50 
Indiana 134.50 50.00 
13—Iowa é 92.75 92.75 
Kansas .. 91.25 50.00 
1—Kentucky- Tennessee 49.25 49.25 
IMatylaindly jicectontrecteustate 376.75 254.50 
11—Michigan .. 60.00 62.25 
15—Midwest .. 145.00 145.00 
Minnesota 140.50 25.00 
Mississippi 18.75 
8—Montana 16.25 16.25 
Nebraska freteins s,0 104.50 35.00 
3—New Jersey .......eseseeee 132.00 132.00 
New Yorkies aie clavrcenere ote 425.00 98.80 
12—North Carolina ......... 2 760.25 760.25 
(Os rtf gean ERs ciric. Se ranks oxen at ‘4 350.00 187.50 
16—Pacific Northwest ............ ats 33.50 33552 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania 633.75 306.00 
Mins terititrieenreet: < ci.sca een ciate 1,218.50 783.04 
Pittsbtursli® vce 3s sictelereiters 491.75 245.86 
5—Rocky Mountain ............. 31,75 31275 
SouthaGarolitiay Wars sicine aye risieee 392.25 325.82 
"TE @XaS ge °s.5) cele eter SRM, owe ol hes. ajarets ones 74.00 60.69 
Vir Finlay” Re .cscatoteeepe men tete veseiain sree eth aca 321.75 241.30 
4—West Virginia Menvcwe ciecisicte core or 66.75 66.75 
Wisconsin. |... /Sahenarmmtieners cares, seetole 0 ose eeetehonne 78.50 50.00 
Canadas iteicnets seleereetheiora «tte lou siouenromcbs ers 212.50 90.00 
South. Saskatchewan titre taecun ees e-scsle ane 4.00 
Alberta “Luther Weagueiea cae ienimeinccen. 10.00 
$7,057.50 $4,447.15 
Thirty 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to August 31, 1943 


Gift — 
Total Alumni 
League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’ 
Northern California . $15.00 $7.00 $2.00 $5.00 
2—Southern California oe 00 55.00 $10.00 30.00 15.00 
3—Canada_......... 0.00 143.00 75.00 13.00 55.00 
Columbia District ... 135.00 5.00 5.00 
5—Connecticut ..... 25.00 25.00 15.00 10.00 
forida’ Ov.) stern 25.00 15.00 15.00 
1—Georgia-Alabama 45.00 55.15 38.15 2.00 15.00 
IL [liz1Ois: woromne eeetee 75.00 81.55 62.55 14.00 5.00 
IpKebe ne Kon gnonsooor 85.00 7.00 2.00 5.00 
G=—llowa, eikictesattcct 55.00 55.00 15.00 19.00 21.00 
Keansastiat.cctieiieiictere 80.00 4.50 4.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
JWici:y land aemerenclcteretel eters 15.00 140.36 86.36 29.00 25.00 
6—Michigan ....... 35.00 36.00 10.00 11.00 15.00 
Mid westigict cic sicteyeis' ete 80.00 22.00 20.00 2.00 
Minnesota. ..5.0..- 80.00 20.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Mississippia see cee 10.00 
Montanae (cemer.cee ae 10.00 
Nebraska: “Oy cece: 60.00 43.50 30.50 13.00 
New Jersey) ..eecae 75.00 64.00 30.00 9.00 25.00 
News 0rk fae cine 240.00 107.50 82.50 15.00 10.00 
North Carolina ..... 425.00 406.00 287.00 89.00 30.00 
Ohio ieee chews cates 200.00 103.00 40.00 13.00 50.00 
Paciie Northwest 20.00 1.0 1.00 
Pennsylvania : 
Central Penna. 360.00 263.76 50.00 149.75 64.01 
Ministerium ...... 655.00 452.70 100.20 151.00 201.50 
Pittsbureh: | syecnie ne 275.00 69.10 10.00 32.00 27.10 
Rocky Mountain 20.00 13.00 8.00 5.00 
south Carolina 5... 220.00 194.00 97.00 82.00 15.00 
Snagmes cee eee e. 45.00 20.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Vircinia eis. scctos nee 180.00 105.62 96.62 9.00 
4—West Virginia ... 40.00 50.00 10.00 40.00 
IWASCONSIM Viia\eie.c ans 53 25.00 3.00 3.00 
Manitoba oi. 6<00n40 7.00 5.00 2.00 


$2,574.74 $1,195.88 $715.25 $663.61 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
July-August, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 3 
Gerald A. Strutz 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 35 

Mrs. C. A. L. Anderson 
CANADA, total 33 

Herbert Sohrt 

H. G. Stockfish 

Mrs. H. G. Stockfish 

Hamilton District Luther League Convention 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Linwood 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 1 
CONNECTICUT, total 5 


FLORIDA, total 3 

Dot Neve, by Luther League of the Florida Synod 

Reuben Erickson, by the Luther League of the Florida Synod 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 9 


ILLINOIS, total 19 
Rev. John M. Bramkamp 
Capitol District Luther League 
Ruth Greve 
Mary Jane McGuire 
Lt. Norman Fochtman 
Rey. Roland Reichmann 
Mildred Hoffman 
Lawrence Deets 

INDIANA, total 3 


IOWA, total 17 
George Nordstrom 
Dr. R. C. Livers 
Doris Kruger 
Margaret Berg 
Lois Berg 
Manly Luther League, Manly 
Rev. E. A. Piper 
Helen Duncan 
Rev. Joseph W. Frease, by the Luther League of Iowa 
Grace Luther League, Muscatine 
Mary Ellen Henrickson 
Beverly Mason 
Carol Jean Poper 
Betty Helble 


KANSAS, total 1 : of eres 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE : : : PESIAEL eee 
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MARYLAND, total 48 

Intermediate Luther League, Reformation Lutheran Church, 
Washington 

Pfc. Guy E. Rinker 

Mrs. Vida Rinker 

Allen Laster 

Mary Rush 

Ray Rinker 

Bessie Rinker 

Mary Lowry Scharf 

Alice Jean Scharf 

Intermediate Grouvs, Maryland Synodical Luther League 

Trinity Luther League, Taneytown 

Lazarus Luther League, Lineboro 

Intermediate Group, Immanuel Luther League, Manchester 

Members in the Service, by Immanuel Luther League, 
Manchester 

Julia Wentz 

Rocky Ridge Luther League, Rocky Ridge 

Dora Lingle, by Senior High Group, Christ Luther League, 
Baltimore 

MICHIGAN, total 15 

Pyt. Glen D. Moerdyke 

Rev. C. E. Jensen, by Pvt. Glen D. Moerdyke 

Young Peoples and Senior Groups, Ascension Luther League, 
Pontiac 

Pvt. Robert Saunter 


MIDWEST, total 5 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Grand Island 
St. John’s Luther League, Scribner 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Hooper 


MINNESOTA, total 6 
MISSISSIPPI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA, total 16 
Kountz Memorial Luther League, Omaha 
Helen Weber 
Alvin Yeatman 
Nebraska Luther League Convention 
Rey. Henry Dumler 


NEW JERSEY, total 20 
Ella A. Kaack 
Intermediate-Senior Groups, St. John’s Luther League, Passaic 
Bergen District Luther League 
Charles M. Sieben, Memorialized by Anna Sieben, Jersey City 


NEW YORK, total 28 
Harriet Lindheimer 
Rev. C. F, Interman 
Rev. J. F. Bauchmann 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 144 
First Luther League, Greensboro 
Macedonia Luther League, Burlington 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Raleigh 
Redeemer Luther League, Kannapolis 
Trinity Luther League, Landis 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Charlotte 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Charlotte 
Western District Luther League 
Billy Beaver 
Mary Sigmon 
Nannie Sigmon 
Rev. Herman Cauble 
G. C. Miller 
Wilson Rader 
Margaret Wood 
Harry Faggart 
Mrs. C. B. Bookout 
Kimba!l Memorial Luther League, Kannapolis 
Christ Luther League, Spencer 
St. James Luther League, Rockwell 
Beatrice Coble 
Sgt. John Harrison 

OHIO, total 30 
Central Conference Luther League 
Jerusalem-Acme Luther League, Leroy 
Miriam Warstler 
Boys in the Service, by St. John’s Luther League, Stovertown 
Jim Stull 
Tom Bowdich 
Evelyn Probert 
Matilda Fisher 


Helena Fye 

Sgt. Maurice L. Vinsel, by St. John’s Luther League, 
Zanesville 

Young People’s Group, Bethany English Luther League, 

“Cleveland 


OCTOBER, 1943 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 
Fred Miller 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
Central Pennsylvania, total 162 
Mrs. Mary Heil Hammersla 
May Stauffer 
Clair Antes 
Beulah Stauffer 
Robert T. Menges 
Mrs. Robeit T. Menges 
Robert J. Menges 
Reba Krebs 
Ruth Diller 
John L. Schiding 
Rey. Paul S. Wagner, D.D. 
Rev. Cletus A. Senft 
Rey. and Mrs. Paul M. Kinports, D.D. 
Marie Kuhn 
Rev. T. Bahn Thomas, Memorialized by Past President’s 
Association, York District 
Boys in the Service, by St. Thomas Luther League, 
Hooversville 
Boys in the Service, by Scalp Level Luther League, 
Scalp Level 
Mary Trent 
William Adelman 
Mts. William Adelman 
Rev. George I. Melhorn 
Mrs. George I, Melhorn 
Earl Brubaker 
Marvin Mitchell 
Mary Singer 
Pvt. William Weyand 
Charles Baker 
Bob Custer 
Sgt. Bernar L. Smith 
Pvt. William Coleman 
Rey. Earl Rudisill, D.D. 


Ministerium, total 197 

George Boltz, Jr., Memorialized by Zion Luther League, 
Jonestown 

Harry Spicker 

Laura Leitzel 

Carolyn Reichley, by St. Andrew’s Luther League, Perkasie 

Norristown Conference Luther Leaguers in the Armed Forces, 
by Norristown Conference Luther League 

Rev. G. Edward Knapp 

Jane A. Oliver 

W. C. Schoffstall 

St. John’s Luther League, Leck Kill 

Rev. M. L. Wahrmann 

Mrs. M. L. Wahrmann 

Kenneth Hildebrand, by Wilkes-Barre Conference Luther League 

Donald Stewart, by Wilkes-Barre Conference Luther League 

Lucy A. Albert 

Laura Reed 

Boys of Augustus Luther League in the Service, by Augustus 
Luther League, Trappe 

Rev. Phares O. Reitz 

Luther E. Killian 

Rev. Earl S. Erb 

Betty Ann Turkheimer 

Mamie Weidner 

Arlene Schneider 

Dorothy Savacool 

Catherine Reppy 

Our Luther Leaguers in the Service, by the Luther League of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania (4th 
Annual Convention) 

Intermediate Rally, 4th Annual Convention 

Richard Gutekunst 

Cpl. Douglas J. Pezoldt 

Cpl.. David J. Pezoldt 

Pvt. George Gutekunst 

Pvt. Robert Gemmel 

James Reichardt 

Cpl. Francis Kline 

Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, Memorialized by Luther League of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania 

Wesley Jones 

Hilda E. Fauerbach 

Rey. Byron R. Stauffer 

Mrs. Byron E. Stauffer 

Leaguers in the Service of our Nation, by St. Paul’s 
Luther League, Catasauqua 

Pittsburgh, total 37 

Technical Sergeant Charles A. Hauck, Memorialized by St. 

James’ Luther League, Jewett 


Thirty-one 


PITTSBURGH—Continued 


Eva R. Sallack 

Geraldine Doverspike 

Rev. Charles M. Teufel, D.D. 

D. A. Kommel 

Mrs. D. A. Kommel 

C. W. Fuhr 

Honorary Membership for Our Boys in the Service, by 4th 
Annual Convention, Pittsburgh Synod Luther League 

Mrs. Erwin Deuber 

Pic. Harold B. McIntosh, Jr. 

Sgt. Louis E. Mertz, Jr. 

Lt. Howard M. Rectanus, Jr. 

Ruth Warren 

Rev. Wm. B. Claney, Jr. 

Rev. Paul F. Obenauf 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 
Rev. O. W. Eriksen 
Jean Barnhill 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 101 
Margaret Wolff 
Central Luther League, Columbia 
Reformation Luther League, Columbia 
St. John’s Luther League, Charleston 
Bethlehem Luther League, Irmo 
St. Andrew’s Luther League, Charleston 
Ascension Luther League, Columbia 
Mt. Herman Luther League, Lexington 
Richard Mayer, by St. John’s Luther League, Pomaria 
Mrs. Clara Shealy Irick A. B. Crowder 
Rev. J. Obert Kempson Pvt. Harold D. Cromer 
Elizabeth Koon Miss Frances Boliek 
Mrs. Murray Counts Rebecca Hipp 
L. C. Derrick Clarice Fulmer 
J. K. Derrick William C. Sanders 
Elberta Sease Mrs. D. F. Frick 
Pvt. Robert Stoudemire Juanita Starr 
Miss Belvin Sease Curtis E. Derrick, Jr. 
Pearl Stockman Dorothy Bobb 
R. T. Feagle Cecil Shealy 
Rev. Albert Stemmermann Mrs. W. C. Zeagler 


TEXAS, total 8 
Leona Bauer 
Clara Roitsch 
Swiss Alp Youth of the Church, Swiss Alp 


VIRGINIA, total 25 
Pvt. James B. Doyle, Jr. 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 3 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Huntington 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Clarksburg 


WISCONSIN, total 3 


MANITOBA, total 3 
Manitoba District Luther League 


kok * 
In Memoriam 


Mrs. Andrew Jessen 
Andrew Jessen 
Hazel Nannah 
Ruth Martsolf 
Adelene May 
Wesley Henry 


Charles M. Sieben 
Memorialized by Anna Sieben, Jersey City, N. J. 
Rev. T. Bahn Thomas 
Memorialized by Past President’s Association, York District 
Luther League 


George Boltz, Jr. 
Memorialized by Zion Luther League, Jonestown, Pa. 


Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher 
Memorialized by Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania 


Technical Sergeant Charles A. Hauck 
Memorialized by St. James’ Luther League, Jewett, Ohio 
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NEWS—Continued from Page 29 
A NEW DISTRICT LUTHER LEAGUE ORGANIZED 


A new District Luther League was born on June 30th. Differ- 
ent in many ways from any other such District League, made up of 
young people of both African and East Indian ancestry, but all of 
them Guianese, these young people have our common cause of 
Christianity and Lutheranism in common with you of North 
America. 

It was the last day of the 200th anniversary celebration of the 
beginning of the Lutheran Church in British Guiana. Nearly six 
weeks of anniversary services and events had been held, chiefly in 
old Ebenezer, the mother church, in New Amsterdam. These sery- 


Thirty-two 


ices had been well-attended, and had proceeded according to plan. 
They included the presence of Dr. Edwin Moll, General Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions, and Rev. L. W. Slifer, formerly of 
India, now added to the staff in British Guiana. It included special 
activities by Ebenezer’s various auxiliary organizations, and by its 
three choirs. It included the presence on the Day of St. John the 
Baptist, June 24th, of His Excellency, the Governor of the Colony, 
Sir Gordon James Lethem, K.C.M.G., with his Aide-de-Camp, the 
District Commissioner for Berbice County, and the Mayor of New 
Amsterdam. 

At this last service, which was choral vespers of the Day of St. 
Peter, Pastor A. R. Bowen of Epiphany Church, Georgetown, was 
the preacher. At the conclusion of Vespers, the young people of 
Luther League age remained for a special meeting. There were over 
one hundred present, coming from eight different congregations. The 
case for a British Guiana District Luther League was presented by 
Pastor Kunkle. An election for an Executive Committee was then 
held. This committee is to make plans for a young people’s confer- 
ence in the near future, to be held either in Georgetown or New 
Amsterdam—the only two cities of which British Guiana can boast. 
This committee consists of the following young men and women: 
President, Claude Fredericks; Vice-President, Victor Singh; Record- 
ing Secretary, Rita Anderson; Corresponding Secretary, Lucille 
Bone; Treasurer, Eustace Park. 

Luther League work in British Guiana dates back about twenty- 
three years, with the organization of a League in Ebenezer congre- 
gation, New Amsterdam. Even though the only League in the 
entire Colony for many years, it has continued its existence ever 
since,, and has contributed valuable training to young men and 
women who have done valiant volunteer service as Sunday School 
teachers, workers in auxiliaries, and lay readers. At the present 
time, in addition to Ebenezer League, of New Amsterdam, the 
following congregations have Luther Leagues: St. Thomas, Locha- 
ber; Mt. Hermon, St. Lust; Transfiguration, Betsy Ground. 

The important anniversary of a two-century-old church ended 
with the accent on youth. Your fellow Luther Leaguers in British 
Guiana now wish to be added as a link in the chain of Christian 
youth of our own Church stretching from Canada to Argentina. 


—PASTOR H. R. KUNKLE 
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COMPLETING THE REFORMATION 
(Continued from Page 27) 

The need for Christian education in like manner de- 
mands our serious thought and attention. The church 
must continue to teach the fundamental truths of Chris- 
tianity and to realize that these truths center in Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour. In the educative process the church 
should frankly indoctrinate its people with ideals of 
honesty, decency, helpfulness, peace and godliness. 

Through the entire educational program there must 
be a spiritual, moral and intellectual challenge which stirs 
the minds and the emotions to action in behalf of the 
best, the noblest, and the loftiest ideals of life and of 
faith in God. 

The fruit of the educative process in the church 
should be an ever-growing one, never ending until life 
itself shall end. 
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-LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


INVESTIGATE 


the educational opportunities at Wittenberg. In addition to 
a full Liberal Arts program, professional and pre-professional 
courses are available in the following fields: 


Business Administration Hospital Dietetics 


Dentistry Industrial Designing 
Education Interior Decorating 
Elementary teacher-training Law 
Secondary teacher-training Medicine 
Engineering Music 
Fine Arts Nursing 
Health and Physical Education Social Service 
Home Economics Theology 


For information address 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE Springfield, O. 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A strong faculty, a Jarge library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Has Served The Christian Church For Seventy Years 


Marion College graduates are scattered through- 
out the East actively engaged in the work of 
the Church. She is proud of her graduates! 


Can Serve The Young Women of The Lutheran Church 


ARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VIRGINIA 


Marion offers the first two years of college work 
and the last two ‘years of high school. Special 
emphasis on Liberal Arts, Business Education, Pre- 
nursing, Pre-technician, Home Economics, Music, etc. 


Ideally suited to give training to girls who can 
only take one or two years of college work 


Transfer made readily to recog- 
nized universities and colleges 


WILL SERVE THE CHURCH OF TOMORROW THROUGH YOU 


Write THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 
RATES $475.00-$520.00 A YEAR BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA 
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et Helps For Luther League Day 


Bringing In The Peace 


Supplies Using Theme For The Year With Picture 


Printed on Assorted Colors of fine grade Cardboard. Can be used on Luther 
League Day and throughout the year. A suitable remembrance to be given when 
presenting the special service and can be used as a Bible bookmark for Daily Bible 
Reading. 


90 - 75c 100 - $1.10 200 - $1.75 300 - $2.50 


POSTER STAMPS 


Printed on Assorted Colors of Gummed Paper, to 
be used for pasting on envelopes, programs or sta- 
tionery. Use them during the year to promote the 
Luther League Program. 


50s sem bua 250s eaaplalO 
100 cc wad 900 =... 2.00 


NOTE BOOKS 


Picture is printed on colored cover paper, with 16 
pages of blank paper trimmed to size of picture. These 
note-books are made by special request—to be used 
for convention or conference notes, or for program 


chairmen. 
250 ee pleOO MOYO) Geog ees: 
SOO) 250 ees so0 


Designed and For Sale Only by 


— The LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 Herr Street Harrisburg, Penna. 


